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Link to DOC Goat Competition Website 
 
 

 
 

GAC Ballots Information for all regions and blocks  
 

It’s that time again – so put your thinking cap on for Roar 2027 
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https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/events/national-events/national-wild-goat-hunting-competition/
https://nzgameanimalcouncil.org.nz/hunting-ballots/
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Editorial – Looking Ahead 

It’s that time of year again already!!?? Yes! Starting in September the ballots 

for roar hunting blocks across the South Island commence. Not all open for 

applications in September, they flow through to November so having your wits 

about you, or better the GAC Better Hunting Calendar in front of you, matters. 

Above is the link to GAC ballots and the calendar and all the ballot block 

information can be accessed from there (snip below shows how it looks). So 

now is the time to be talking to family and friends as to your wishes and plans 

for next year March onwards. If you don’t put in a bid you can’t win….simple really. 

 

A few pictures of our range in use and getting some love – we have a premium range in case you 

didn’t recognise it, due to the foresight and hard work by past, and ongoing, by present members. 

Please offer to help when you are able to.  

And note that at the working bee a few weeks ago, one member turned up hoping to use range for 

shooting and was not aware that it was closed for the working bee. Always check your emails, 

Facebook page or Range calendar on our website because it may close for reasons within our control 

or not.   

If you don’t receive emails from our Branch, check your junk mail or contact our membership officer 

Carina. We do our best to keep people informed but it’s a two-way street. Sometimes this is at short 

notice or changes due to weather, so avoid disappointment and wasted time by doing a quick check 

before leaving.  

Safe and Happy Hunting and Shooting 

Richard Wells - The Mountain Echo Editor.   Contact richardw@nelsonnzda.co.nz   

mailto:richardw@nelsonnzda.co.nz
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Range Matters – Love It. 

 

Recent pics from one of our dedicated Range Officers showing the queue to access one of the BEST 

NZDA ranges in NZ! 

 

Working bee – repairing the 100 metre stops and “woodwork” for the Red Deer Lodge logfire. 
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When is the last time you refreshed yourself with our 
Ranges’ Standing Orders? 
 
Always be aware of and comply with our Ranges’ Standing Orders – they are posted at the 
Ranges, but you should refresh yourself from our website: 
 

 

Packers Creek – Standing Orders  
Murchison Community Range - Standing Orders 
  
 
Friendly reminder regarding the bringing of guests to use the Packers Creek Range. 
 
You are welcome to bring along a friend/family member to be introduced to and use the Range. But 
this should be on a “one-off” basis. If your friend enjoyed it then they need to be encouraged to 
join our Branch and thereby properly support our Range. They should as it’s a very good range! 
Constantly using Packers Creek Range as a non-member by “slipstreaming” is not allowed. 

If intending to using the Range always check the calendar on our 
website (or follow our Facebook page):  
 

Nelson NZDA Range Info 
 
 

Range Use Etiquette - Etiquette and Golden Rules Click Here   
 

Packers Creek Range Access Reminder: 
 

1. Check website for opening days and hours & our Facebook  page or email for closures 

2. Be at gate before 0900 hrs not after 

3. All vehicles must have headlights on and conform to convoy (i.e. follow the duty officer in and 

out on Sharlands Road – these rules are set by landowner/operator and are compulsory 

4. Ensure you have your membership card (fill in the logbook) and hiviz & hearing protection 

5. When it’s wet up there, avoid driving on the grass as it makes the mower’s job that much 

harder. 

Make Sure You Comply with Carriage of Firearms Law When Coming to the Range (and at all 

other times, of course) 

Link to All Rules Here:  

NZDA - Te Pureke Firearms Rules - Transport and Storage  

 

https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-nelson-packers-creek-range-complex-rsos-27-aug-24.pdf?202410070346
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-nelson-murchison-range-rsos-23-oct-24.pdf?202410240321
https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/range
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-golden-rules-safety-and-care-access-packers-creek-range-2021.pdf?202112172039
https://www.deerstalkers.org.nz/resources/publications/news/nz-police-storage-and-transport-guide/
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Fluffy by Richard Wells 

 
Has to be a pot of gold to the south?……heading up Spinnaker Gully with my “blind date” Paul, from 

Marlborough Branch. Gully so named as we had 20 knots of wind up our stern all day! 

 

Always be alert going home….. this fluffy eared pig pops up 30 metres in front of us (x marks the 

spot) and I did my best to fluff it (even more), forgetting I’m sighted in for 200m not 30 and trying to be 

a bit clever too. Luckily it didn’t go far, and Paul “saved the bacon” (and my self esteem) by finding it 

after I had given up hope…...  
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Lighten Up! 
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Club Night Past………….  

 

Introduction to Indoor .22 Benchrest 

 

 

A few newbies having a go at .22 rimfire indoor benchrest – under watchful eyes! 
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Awards 

 

A couple of our AHT competition winners receiving their recognition (apparently Aaron was called up 

several times!). Well done! 

 

 

Hall of Fame! While Greg may be “taking the mickey” a bit with Eric, he’s a champion and also now a 

50 years serving Nelson member!  
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and Next……… 

“How To” – Reloading with Greg Couper from 

 

 
Save money, perfect your loads for accuracy & hitting power, and get away from the damned 

TV! 

 

When and Where: Wednesday 30th Sept start 7 pm  

@ TSN Saxton Field Smallbore Range  
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Member Benefits – Know & Get Your Share! 

 

 

Save your membership fee by using the NZDA discounts - click here: 

NZDA APP Discounts and More 
 

 

SUPPORTERS OF NELSON NZDA HUNTS COURSES AND KAI RESCUE MORE INFO HERE: 

MEAT SOLUTIONS 

https://www.deerstalkers.org.nz/what-we-do/governance/nzda-app/
https://meatsolutions.co.nz/
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Contacts & Important links 

Key Branch Contacts 

President Greg Couper gregc@nzdanelson.co.nz 

Secretary Dave Woods  dave@nzdanelson.co.nz 

Membership Secretary & Events Carina Jackson carina@nzdanelson.co.nz 

Red Deer Lodge  

• Information on costs and bookings of the Red Deer Lodge at Lake Rotoiti Red Deer Lodge  

• Contact for Accom: info@rotoitibaches.co.nz  

• Always remember to advise you are a Nelson member. 

2025 Branch Committee, Information & Contacts  

• All details can be found on our refreshed website: Nelson Branch Committee  

• Website Nelson Branch NZDA   

• Facebook Facebook Nelson NZDA  

 

Other Key Links - click on the orange. 

Advocacy and Access 

• NZDA National Association NZDA  

• DOC Hunting Portal Hunting Conservation Land   

• Fiordland Wapiti Foundation Wapiti  

• Game Animal Council GAC  

• Outdoor Access Commission OAC  

• Walking Access NZ  WAMS Maps 

• LINZ Basemaps MAPS Link     

• 141 Forest Access Information 141 Access and Permit Info  

Hunting Permits 

• DOC Hunting and Permits Site      
• Fiordland Wapiti Foundation Ballot  

 
 
Firearms and Safety 

• COLFO COLFO  

• NZ Firearms Safety Authority  Te Pureke 

• Mountain Safety Council  MSC  

• MSC Videos on everything safety and hunting Watch Videos  

• Avalanche Advisory Avalanche Advisory Site  

mailto:gregc@nzdanelson.co.nz
mailto:dave@nzdanelson.co.nz
mailto:carina@nzdanelson.co.nz
https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/red-deer-lodge
mailto:info@rotoitibaches.co.nz
https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/more-info/2024-committee
https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/NelsonNzda
https://www.deerstalkers.org.nz/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/
https://www.fwf.net.nz/
https://nzgameanimalcouncil.org.nz/
https://www.herengaanuku.govt.nz/
https://www.herengaanuku.govt.nz/maps/outdoor-access-maps/
https://basemaps.linz.govt.nz/?s=topographic&i=topographic#@-42.2300886,172.5179176,z13.782
https://onefortyone.com/community/public-information
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/
http://www.fwf.net.nz/
https://www.colfo.org/
https://www.firearmssafetyauthority.govt.nz/
https://www.mountainsafety.org.nz/
https://www.mountainsafety.org.nz/videos/
https://avalanche.net.nz/

