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Editorial  

Rolling into the end of the year and a lot of cool things are happeningé. 

including late snow. Last weekend was -4o C in the Molesworth so still a 

sting in the tail of spring. 

A shout out for Greg and Carina who have been getting a few more deer, 

and so meat into the community by way of Meat Solutions. This is a real 

group effort with external funding (MBIE) rounded up by Committee member 

David Haynes to cover processing, and of course the logistics of delivery 

being done too. I know how much this source of safe and nutritous meat 

means to struggling families through the range of local groups managing the 

front line on food deliveries. We have now donated nearly a tonne (yes 

tonne!!) of processed meat. Mostly mincepacks not snags but the wordplay 

was too good to miss. 

Another big month shooting with the SI Champs held Labour Weekend. Note the invite to the Ken 

Horner Memorial Shoot in Murchison early December. This event is a great competition as its about 

field shooting with hunting rifles from a variety of positions ï take up the challenge as itôs a pretty 

even playing field! 

The Goat Competition is going well here and  nationwide and cool to see our first winner with a spot 

prize in Motueka. This is ramping up in November with 4 more open days ( see below) and all 

prizewinners recognized in early December. Thanks to those who are supporting the Open Days.  

Here are the latest statistics: 

 
¶ Over 4000 goats removed across New Zealand. 

¶ 284 goat tails entered in the Nelson, Richmond, Marlborough region. 

¶ 101 goat tails entered through Nelson NZDA 

¶ 1 head entered at Nelson NZDA with a score of 105 6/8 (see below) 

 

Check out the info from DOC Motueka office re goat control work in Kahurangi and surrounds, also 

some tips on where some goats for the competition may be found ï you still have a month. 

We have featured the Greenstone and Caples RHA Ballot below as it offers unique hunting 

experience in some wonderful country. Recreational Hunting Areas are made for us ï use them! 

Finally, note our next Club Night is a social time to talk about the year past and the one to come. So, 

get along and have a fun evening with all the other members. 

 

Good Hunting & Safe Shooting - Richard Wells  
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More Community Kai ð Stags to Snags! 

 

 

Kai Rescue 
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Nelson Community Foodbank 

 

Nelson Community Foodbank 
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Range Matters 
 

South Island Benchrest Championship at Packers Creek ï Labour 
Weekend. 
 
Changeable weather didnôt deter a good field over Labour Weekend for the SI Champs. All scores at 
end of Echo. 
 

 
 

Readyésteadyé.. 
 

 
 

Reloading time in Packers Creek Range building 
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Results 
 

Event  Winner Second Third 

Heavy Varmint Greg Couper Grant Hammond Tony Titheridge 

Light Varmint Sue  Grant Hammond Ian Owen 

Two Gun Greg Couper  Grant Hammond 

 
 
 

 
 

Greg gets a congratulatory handshake from Judy Peacock for taking out the Mike Peacock Trophy 
as overall winner of the Championship.  
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Results from the Nelson Outdoor Summer Series Oct - 15th 2023 
 
 

  
T1 T2 T3 T4 T5 

 
Total 

1 Graeme Smith 50.04 50.04 50.02 50.01 50.03 
 
250.14 

2 Anne Marie Kidson 50.01 48.01 49.01 50.02 48.01 
 
245.06 

3 Michael Kidson 48.00 48.01 49.01 49.02 49.01 
 
243.05 

4 Aiden Brown 48.01 49.01 47.00 49.01 48.00 
 
241.03 

5 John Ronaldson 47.01 47.00 47.01 49.01 49.01 
 
239.04 

6 Graeme Vallance 50.02 47.01 48.02 46.01 47.00 
 
238.06 

         

 

2023-34  Summer Outdoor Series - Points awarded 
     

 17-
Sep 

15-
Oct 

12-
Nov 

18-
Dec 

15-
Jan 

12-
Feb 

12-Mar 16-Apr 7-May 
 

Total 

Graeme Smith 8 6                 14 

Greg Couper 10                   10 

Carina Jackson 9                   9 

Michael Kidson 4 4                 8 

Anne Marie 
Kidson 

3 5                 8 

Graeme Vallance 7 1                 8 

Terry Farnham 6                   6 

Craig de Winnaar 5                   5 

John Ronaldson 2 2                 4 

Simon Cotton 4                   4 

Aiden Brown   3                 3 
 

 
 
As always ï if interested in having a try at benchrest shooting contact Graeme Smith by email 
lvhvbr@gmail.com   He will support you! 

mailto:lvhvbr@gmail.com


NZDA Nelson Branch Newsletter | nzdanelson.co.nz | FB: @NelsonNzda 

K e n  H o r n e r  M e m o r i a l  S h o o t  

a t   

M u r c h i s o n  C o m m u n i t y  R a n g e  

Challenging and Fun 

This is the shooting competition for hunters!! 

 
When: Sunday 3rd December starting 10 am 

Where: at our Murchison Community Range, West Bank Road (just south of 

Murchison over Matakitaki River bridge) 
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Terms and Conditions: 

¶ Hunting rifles only, slings allowed 

¶ $10 range fee and $2 ñguess your scoreò 

The event: 

1. Two sighter shots from rest 

2. 200 metres - 5 shots prone @ metric target 

3. 200 metres - 5 shots prone @ deer shape target 

4. 200 metres - 5 shots sitting @ deer shape target 

5. 100 metres ï 5 shots standing @ metric target 

Convenor: Maurice Horner (Murchison) Ph 027 241 8610 
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Here is the schedule of Shooting Competitions in New Zealand this year. Yellow highlight shows days 
when Range will be closed to general shooting.  
 
Always check the calendar on our website: Nelson NZDA Range Info  

 

Benchrest ï Summer Outdoor Programmme 

2023-2024 

 

Sunday 17 September 2023   1pm   (RF)  2 x 50m Targets    Nelson  

Sunday 15 October  2023   1pm   (RF)  5 x 50m Hunter Targets        Nelson  

  21 - 23 October 2023  NZDA   (CF)  South Island Benchrest Championship  Nelson  

Sunday 1 2 November  202 3  1pm   (RF)  2 x 50m Targets       Murchison  

Saturday / Sunday  9 ï 10  December 2023  (RF)   Canterbury Champs  McLeans Island  

Sunday 17 December 2023   1pm   (RF)  5 x 50m Group  Targets   Nelson  

Sunday 14 January  2024   1pm   (RF)  5 x 100yd Hunter Class  Targets  Nelson  

27 - 29 January 2024   NZDA   (CF)  North Island Benchrest Championship

 Tokoroa  

Sunday 1 1 February  2024   1pm   (RF)  2 x 50m Targets    Murchison  

18 ï 24 February  2024     (RF)  TSNZ Nationals             Palmerston North  

Sunday 10  March  2024   1pm   (RF)  5 x 100 yd Group Targets   Nelson  

16 - 17  March  2024   (RF)  South Island  Outdoor Champs         McLeans Island  

Sunday 14 April 2024   1pm   (RF)  2 x 50m Targets    Nelson  

29 Mar ï 1 April   2024  NZDA  (CF + RF)  Nationals       (Monday Rimfire Champs)

 Nelson  

1-3 June 2024  NZDA   (CF)   Zuppa Shoot      Nelson  

28 -30 June       2024                   (RF)              Matariki Challenge weekend    Nelson  

CF     Centrefire   RF   Rimfire 

 
 
 

https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/range
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RED DEER LODGE MAINTENANCE SHOUT OUT! 

We recently had a toilet implosion at RDL and after a quick ring around two local businesses put their 

hands up to help immediately. 

Louis Thompson offered his time becasue he sees the value in providing the building for the 

community- thanks Louis! Louis is qualified in all things plumbing so look him up if you need a new 

loo like we did! 

Also massive thanks for the donation of the parts (including a full modern toilet!) by Rick and the team 

at Oakleys Plumbing Supplies Nelson.  

Oakleys Nelson opened in 2018 with owner/operator Clayton Knowles at the helm. In 2020 the team 

moved into new, custom-built premises in Richmond. The inspirational showroom continues to wow 

homeowners and designers with its concept bathroom displays. The warehouse supplies residential, 

commercial and civil projects across the region. 

Oakleys Plumbing Supplies 

10 Gladstone Rd, Richmond, Nelson 

7020 

PO Box 3482  /  03 544 9392  

DDI: 03 544 3456  /  027 216 2880 

www.oakleysplumbing.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oakleysplumbing.co.nz/
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Think Local  - A Wander in the Floraé. 

 

A mate and I went for a wander in the Flora recently after difficult decision making process at 

signposté... Interesting country, huts, plant and wildlife. And but for an over-loud discussion about 

the price of outboard motors we could have returned with some nice fallow meatéé.. 
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Goat Competition Update 

 

 

 

Join the Goat Competition and get ahead! Karl Puklowskiôs nice head measured up at Motueka Open 

Day, late October. Over a hundy DS ï will it be enough!!?? 
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First Spot Prize Winner is  a happy Brent Johnson who entered tails at the Motueka Open Day ï an 

armful of Back Country meals and smoothies! 

 

All information here:  Goat Competition 

 

Remember - hunt safely, legally and ethically. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.deerstalkers.org.nz/resources-2/publications/news/national-goat-hunting-competition/
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More Open Days to Come! 

 

 

 

 

Prize Giving will be at Fish and Game on Champion Road, Sunday 

December 10th ï 4-6pm 
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Murchison Open Day Sunday 19th November spot prize! %% discount One Hundy and $$One 

Hundy!!  

Drawn on the day, one winner takes all! 

 

Download the latest map for your device! 100% discount on any single $40 download from Topo4 

GPS!!!   

Link Here Topo4GPS  

 

$100 voucher for online shopping from Huntech!! Huntech Link  

http://www.topo4gps.co.nz/
https://huntechoutdoors.com/
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Final Open Day Spot Prize ï Nelson Show Sunday 26th Nov at Fish and Game or NZDA A&P 

Show Stand ï awesome PLB worth $Five Hundyé.from Te Tari Pureke Firearms Safety Authority 

Website Here  

Drawn on Sunday 26th ï winner advised by phone. 

https://www.firearmssafetyauthority.govt.nz/
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Whio Numbers Flying High in Kahurangi 

Regional reporter11:17, Sep 28 2023  

 

DOC/SUPPLIED 

The whio  population in Kahurangi National Park has had an increase of 340% since 2000.  

A Department of Conservation (DOC) survey into the whio population in 

Kahurangi National Park has seen a massive increase and DOC are saying it is 

thanks to the combined efforts of the community, businesses and a captive 

breeding facility.  

The survey, which started in 2020 and is ongoing, has to date found an 

increase of 340% in whio (blue duck) numbers since 1998 -2000 when DOC 

last surveyed the bird.  

Currently, there are 846 adult whio in Kahurangi with 335 breeding pairs 

among them.  

This is an increase from the 2000s survey which recorded only 191 whio and 

58 breeding pairs in the park.   
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DOC science technician Jason Malhan said the Ɉcombined endeavoursɉ of 

DOC, the community, businesses and a captive breeding facility have Ɉgreatly 

improved the fortunes of whioɉ in the park. 

After the last survey, DOC started two security sites in the early 2000s to 

protect whio with stout trapping and boosting breeding techniques to fast -

track population growth.  

ɈThe Ōpārara-Ugly and Wangapeka -Fyfe Whio Security sites have both 

surpassed the goal of 50 breeding pairs,ɉ Malham said. 

Support from businesses like Genesis, through their Whio Forever 

programme, the Issac Conservation and Wildlife Trust in raising whio 

ducklings, as well as contractor and community help in maintaining traps, 

has been Ɉinstrumentalɉ in increasing numbers. 

 

DOC/SUPPLIED 

DOC staff have walked 700km of the waterways in Kahurangi so far and have been Ɉencouragedɉ 

by the whio increases.  
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Other volunteers include Tapawera  Area School students and community 

groups Friends of Flora, the Friends of Cobb and the Mokihinui -Lyell Trust.  

These volunteers help to lay traps in catchment areas like Cobb Valley, the 

Flora Stream catchment and Old Ghost Road.  

There was also an Air New Zealand supported biodiversity project in Gouland 

Downs setting up a trapping network to protect whio, takahē, 

roro/greatspotted kiwi and other native species, Malham said.  

Currently, whio pairings have been found mostly around security site rivers 

where stoat trapping is supplemented with aerial 1080 predator control, 

Malham said.  

ɈThe average pair density on rivers with both forms of predator control was 

0.76 pairs per kilometre, compared with 0.58 pairs per kilometre with 1080 

alone and 0.12 pairs per kilometre before predator control.ɉ 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/132996252/whio -population -flying -

high -in-kahurangi -national -park   

The increase hasnɅt come without its downfalls, with climate change and 

repeated flooding impacting breeding spaces, and a Ɉmega beech mastɉ in 

2019 which saw a number of rodents, stoats and feral cats invade the area.  

Aerial 1080 predator control was carried out over a large part of the park 

during this time, but it wasnɅt possible to cover all the park. 

Currently, DOC staff have walked over 700km of the waterways in Kahurangi 

and while exact numbers of whio arenɅt possible, staff are Ɉhighly 

encouragedɉ by the increase they have seen so far. 

 

 

 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/132996252/whio-population-flying-high-in-kahurangi-national-park
https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/132996252/whio-population-flying-high-in-kahurangi-national-park
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Coxyõs Corner 

 

Notes for Hunters from the Department of Conservation 

Motueka District Office 

Hi NZDA members, 

I hope all are well and have been successful in the back country. 

Starting Nov 14th 2023 we (DOC) are ground hunting goats using dogs in these areas:  

Tasman Wilderness Area (Spey, Roaring Lion rivers), Cobb Valley, Devil Anatoki Ranges (Waingaro, 

Stanley and Anatoki rivers), Flora valley, and Mt Owen including the Wangapeka and Fyfe rivers. 

Two companies will be delivering this piece of work - Backcountry and Kahurangi Contracting Ltd. 

The hunting will be completed by Dec 23rd (earlier if the weather is favourable). 

Anyone wanting to add to their goat tail line may want to try the Riwaka River south branch or the 

Pearse Valley. Both a short drive from Nelson and Motuekaé 

Contact me by email for more info. icox@doc.govt.nz   Cheers Coxy! 

 

Photo credit: Greg Couper 

mailto:icox@doc.govt.nz
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Greenstone and Caples RHA Ballot ð Open 1st 

November 

 

Whatôs not to love about fallow hunting in Otago!!?? The Greenstone and Caples RHA are a 

renowned hunting experience Link to RHA Ballot Info  

And General Info Caples Greentone RHA  

 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/where-to-hunt/otago/greenstone-caples-recreational-hunting-area-rha/permits/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/where-to-hunt/otago/greenstone-caples-recreational-hunting-area-rha/where-to-hunt/lower-caples/
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Club Night ð Past One & Next One (Tues Nov 

28 th) 

If you werenôt at our last club night you really missed out!  

 

 

Another spot prize winner! Happy days! 

 


