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First Written Warning!  Yes folks its time to think about our great AHT and 

Photo -competition s. Get your camera cranking and the grapevine says some 

good heads have been measured locally alreadyé..but the best months of 

hunting are still before us. Donôt forget you must be a paid -up member  at 

time of taking (pic or trophy) and on the night of entryé.so when your sub 

invoice arrives (soon) donôt dilly-dally with getting it paid (before you forgeté.). 
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Editorial  

Hullo Hunters and Shooters,  

Autumn is definitely in the air, just back from a trip into Lake Sumner RHA 

and a bit of swirly snow and a good frost a portent of things to come. Saw 

some big animals way up high so there are some stags about for those 

with the legs! 

Firstly, a tall totara fell in January with the loss of Stuart Mirfin, a loss to 

his family and friends, our club, New Zealand and anybody with a regard 

for the outdoors and recreation. Condolences and thanks, Warren, for 

your tribute below. 

As usual at this time of the year there are some reminders below 

regarding being prepared for the roar and the stresses, strains, (manageable) risks and joys from the 

next few months of more intensive hunting. Try not to be ñho humò about this and give yourself time to 

check off that you are as prepared as you can be, to help ensure a safe and enjoyable time for 

yourself and everybody else.  

Eric Hall and Eric Simmons have provided more epic hunting stories which is why this Echo is a 

bigger than usual edition! Thank you and hopefully some more stories forthcoming from other 

members ï 4 pics and captions is all we need! 

Please all note that our Packers Creek Range is not available for sighting in over Easter weekend as 

the Benchrest Championships are on ï so if you want to get fully set before the roar get up there over 

the next few weekends! Alternatively drop in to the Murchison Community Range. 

 

Happy and Safe Hunting ï Rich ard Wells   
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In Memoriam ð Stuart Mirfin  

Our club lost one of its greatest supporters with the recent passing of Stuart Mirfin. Stuart had been a 

NZDA Nelson member for in excess of 50 years and was both a committee member and club 

treasurer at various times.  

I had the very good fortune of meeting Stuart when as a 17year old I joined the Canterbury Savings 

Bank as a new employee. Stuart was the Richmond branch manager, a role he filled for many years. 

He took an interest in me, and I found a mentor and lifetime friend. Stuart appeared to know pretty 

well everyone in the district and was a wealth of information on both banking and hunting for a young 

chap just starting out. Many of my favorite places, the Cobb, Nelson Lakes and Molesworth were all 

found as direct result of Stuartôs guidance. In later years shared hunts after Whitetail in the Dart, 

Geese in Molesworth, and attempting to get his son Zaneôs first deer in the Cobb are treasured 

memories. I might add that our regular flights to Christchurch with work had us peering out the 

window, checking out the hunting country below and discussing where we had been, or would like to 

explore.  

There would be few sportsmen to rival Stuart when it came to consistent success, be it deer, ducks, 

geese, whitebait, snapper, flounders, pigs, wallaby's, thar and chamois to name a few he did it all. 

Throughout North Westland, Nelson and Marlborough's high country there must be numerous ageing 

spent cartridge cases, a memento of Stuarts passing.  The wonderful thing is that he did this with 

friends and family. Stuart and Sherry's two sons Zane and Scott were very fortunate lads and have 

carried this love of the outdoors forward with their own children. It was with great pride Stuart would 

relate his six grandchildren's prowess and how he had guided them all to their first deer. Still carrying 

a pack at age 79 and shooting deer on public land gives us older hunters hope for sure.  
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What many younger members are likely unaware of are his efforts to save and improve opportunities 

for hunters and fishers. He could clearly see the detrimental effects of ongoing wholesale poisoning, 

treatment of deer as pests to be eradicated, rampant commercialism and a general anti-hunting bias 

of government departments along with a reduction in access.  

 

Stuart was not one to just sit back and accept this. He was heavily involved with the formation and 

running of the Recreational Hunting Area in the Cobb-Mt Arthur tablelands, until its unfortunate loss 

with the formation of the Kahurangi National Park.  Not deterred he went on to form the Outdoors 

Party, which he correctly determined would one way or the other influence future political decisions 

for the better. As he saw it win or lose, when Politicians came to recognize just how many people 

actually cared and were prepared to take action, they would be forced to at least appear to be more 

sympathetic around their approach to outdoor users and access to hunting and fishing. Things like 

the formation of the Game Animal Council and Walking Access may never have occurred without 

other like-minded people around the country being encouraged and taking up the challenge after 

witnessing the amount of attention politicians were now taking in relation to those topics.  

So, well done Stuart, we and our grandchildren will be forever grateful for your efforts.   

Warren Plum.  
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Things to Be this Roar 

Be Legal   

Make sure you are up to date with your public or ballot land permits (or private landownersô 
permissions)  GAC Licenses and Permits Information and read the permit conditionséé. 

 

 

ééas well as your firearms license, ensure team mates are too. Remember the rules re carriage 
and storage of firearms while out hunting. 

 

Read more on the Firearms Rules here:  FSA Rules  

https://nzgameanimalcouncil.org.nz/licensing-and-permits/
https://www.firearmssafetyauthority.govt.nz/firearms-safety/storage-and-transportation-firearms-and-ammunition
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Be Firearms Safe  

Always obey the 7 Rules 
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Be Informed and Flexible  

 

Do your homework with maps and Google Earth ï hunting spots, vegetation/terrain, camp sites and 
crossings - even if you have been there before, especially if its new ground. Have a plan ï you can 
use MSC Plan My Walk - and a Plan B for weather or other events. 

 

Be Prepared  

 

Check all your gear and check again! 

https://www.mountainsafety.org.nz/plan-my-walk/
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Be Seen (by  Other People)  

 

Deer are colour blindé.. people are not. 

 

Be River Safe  

 

Donôt cross when you know or feel you should not, no river HAS to be crossed despite what you 
might tell yourself!  

Watch this MSC video for a refresher MSC River Safety  

 

https://www.mountainsafety.org.nz/learn/skills/river-safety/
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 Be Weatherwise  

 

 

Use all the great Apps and websites, there really is NO excuse these days to not have a good grip on 
the next 5 days weather at least. I use YR and MetVUW all the time but there are other popular sites.  

Weather YR  Link YR  

MetVUW Link MetVUW  

Metservice Link Metservice  

Windy Link Windy  

Weather Watch Link WeatherWatch (great maps of Pacific area and so a long view of whatôs coming 
our way)  

https://www.yr.no/en
https://www.metvuw.com/
https://www.metservice.com/rural
https://www.windy.com/-50.500/166.300/meteogram?cbase,-51.052,166.300,8,i:pressure
https://www.weatherwatch.co.nz/
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Be Heli -Safe 

 

Flying is fun but be sure you know how to keep yourself, your pilot and the aircraft safe while loading, 
boarding and disembarking. Check out this free online DOC Course especially if you are new to 
choppers.  DOC Helisafety  

 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/training/online-courses/helicopter-safety-online-course/
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Be Sure of Your Whereabouts  

 

Make sure your navigation gear is working, you have backups (at least a compass), check batteries 
and powerpacks. Ensure all your team know how to use it. 

Be ready for the momenté. 

For the worsté..always have a PLB , first aid gear and ensure your intentions are known by your 
people back home - you can use online tools such as AdventureSmart Intentions Form and use Hut 
Books when available.    

 

 

https://www.adventuresmart.nz/outdoor-intentions-form/
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And of courseé.be ready  to enjoy yourself! Double check everything  and then you can relax and 
enjoy your autumn hunting experiences! 
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Range Matters ð Summer Series Results  
 
 
Results of the Summer Series Rimfire Benchrest  shoot  in February . 
 

 

 8-Feb-26  

2 x 
International 

Target   Event     

   T1 T2  Aggregate    

1 Graeme Smith 235 237  472    

2 Graeme Vallance 231 233  464    

3 Warren Hitchcock 218 222  440    

4 Anne Marie Kidson 202 227  429    

5 Michael Kidson 207 218  425    

6 John Mitchell 199 219  418    

7 John Ronaldson 196 219  415    

          

 Series Points       Comp 

         Aggregate 

 Graeme Smith 6 10 9 8 9 7 49 

 Graeme Vallance  7 8 7 7 6 35 

 John Ronaldson 5 5 7 6 3 1 27 

 Simon Cotton  8 5 5 5  23 

 Michael Kidson 3 6 3 2 6 3 23 

 

Ian 
Harper  4 3 2 4 2  15 

 Anne Marie Kidson 2 2 4 3 1 4 16 

 Greg Couper  11     11 

 David Hill   4 6    10 

 Chris Shelton     10  10 

 Carina Jackson  9     9 

 Jim Love      8  8 

 Warren Smith 7      7 

 Warren Hitchcock     4 5 9 

 

Chris 
Turner  1      1 

 

David 
Quick   1     1 

 John Mitchell   1   2 1 

 Donald Jaffray    1   1 

 
 
 
 

Any competition and event queries please:  

 call Graeme Smith -  03 5447138 or email lvhvbr@gmail.com    
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When is the last time you  refreshed yourself with our 
Rangesô Standing Orders? 
 
Always  be aware of and comply with our Rangesô Standing Orders ï they are posted at the 
Ranges, but you should refresh yourself from our website: 
 

 

Packers Creek ï Standing Orders   
Murchison Community Range  - Standing Orders  
  
 
Friendly r eminder re garding the  bringing of guests to  use the Packers Creek Range . 
 
You are welcome to bring along a friend/family member to be introduced to and use the Range. But 
this should be on a ñone-offò basis . If your friend enjoyed it then they need to be encouraged to 
join our Branch and thereby properly support our Range. They should as itôs a very good range! 
Constantly using Packers Creek Range as a non-member by ñslipstreamingò is not allowed. 

If intending to  using the Range always check the calendar on our 
website  (or follow our Facebook page) :  
 

Nelson NZDA Range Info  
 
 

Range Use Etiquette - Etiquette and Golden Rules Click Here    
 
 

Packers Creek Range Access Reminder:  
 

1. Check website for opening days and hours 

2. Be at gate before  0900 hrs not after 

3. All vehicles must have  headlights on and conform to convoy (i.e. follow  the duty officer in and 

out on Sharlands Road ï these rules are set by landowner/operator and are compulsory 

4. Ensure you have your membership card (fill in the logbook) and hiviz & hearing protection 

5. When itôs wet up there, avoid driving on the grass as it makes the mowerôs job that much 

harder. 

Make Sure You Comply with Carriage of Firearms Law When Coming to the Range (and at all 

other times , of course)  

Link to All Rules Here:  

NZDA - Te Pureke Firearms Rules - Transport and Storage   

https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-nelson-packers-creek-range-complex-rsos-27-aug-24.pdf?202410070346
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-nelson-murchison-range-rsos-23-oct-24.pdf?202410240321
https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/range
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-golden-rules-safety-and-care-access-packers-creek-range-2021.pdf?202112172039
https://www.deerstalkers.org.nz/resources/publications/news/nz-police-storage-and-transport-guide/


NZDA Nelson Branch Newsletter | nzdanelson.co.nz | FB: @NelsonNzda 

May Tahr Hunt ð by Eric Hall 

My first trip into Tahr country was in November 1981 with Frank Saxton. We hunted the head waters 

of the Rangitata River. Tahr were very scarce and the helicopter operators had lost interest in Tahr 

recovery since 1976 as returns become unviable. Tahr numbers were so low recreational hunters 

were not hunting them either. Very few hunters during that period were hunting tahr in the Clyde River 

catchment which was evident in the McCoy Hut book as there was long periods of time when there 

were no hunters in the area. How times have changed. 

Since 1981 there has been very few years that I havenôt hunted tahr in the rut. In those early days of 

the ballot block system on the West Coast, we hunted the Landsborough River valley which become 

our ñgo toò tahr hunting location. 

In 2014 again, after missing out on a tahr ballot block, I arranged for Heliservices to drop us off in the 

Whataroa River valley to a spot I had my eye on for a number of years. The first year I shot a very old 

bull literally on top of the range as he sat under a big rock ledge. It had a huge body with heavy horns 

that were groomed right back probably losing 4 cm in length. We have been back to that location on 

number occasions since then when we were unsuccessful in drawing a tahr ballot block. 

 

After three successful trips under our belts already this year we were very confident of another great 

hunt. This year in May, with a typical Westcoast mixed weather forecast, Heliservices picked Lee and 

I up mid-week from the Whataroa helipad. The fly in is normally straight forward but today the heavy 

fog further up the valley prevented the chopper pilot from making a straightforward landing. The 

campsite was right in front of us 300 m away.  
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With nil visibility in front of us we flew around for what seem ages but probably only 5 minutes before 

a gap appeared in the fog spooking 5 bull tahr in the process. Within seconds we were landing right 

on our old campsite. Awesome, as going back to base was not a good idea in my book and we didnôt 

have back up plan to land anywhere else. While we were unloading our gear the pilot made a casual 

comment about a weather front coming and to expect some very high westerly winds. That evening 

we had dinner in white out conditions after spotting a couple of young bulls below camp. 

Next morning with the fog looking to lift we were up early and off to glass for big bulls. I climbed up 

high to our glassing ridge and Lee went to our lower glassing position. With the fog continually 

coming and going it was hard glassing. Around 10 am a single shot in the distance indicated that Lee 

was having all the action. While he was glassing a good bull walked out of the fog and came towards 

him giving him very easy 100 m shot. The rest of the day was a washout as the fog came in real thick. 

A number of kea were in the area but didnôt seem to interested in us yet. 

 

In clearing conditions on day three we climbed high to our glassing location. In the distance I could 

see a number of tahr including four bulls. I just happen to put my binos onto our campsite way below 

us. There was a strange looking dark spot on the top of my flash alpine tent. I could not believe my 

eyes, there was a B great hole with a kea sitting beside it, a very happy chappy. With a forecast of 

heavy rain and wind that evening we were off back downhill to camp really quick. Thankfully I had 

brought my Huntech fly with us. We laid the fly over the tent and tied it down as best we could. And 

blow that night it sure did. The wind and rain was getting in between the fly and the tent causing us a 

few issues. The noise was like a jet plane on top of us. Twice in the middle of night we had to get up 

and rearrange the guy ropes and add some very big boulders to the corners of the fly.  
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As morning approached all was quiet to awaken to heavy snow and a fine day. The keas arrived 

while two weary hunters were having breakfast. They were very keen to land on top of the fly and 

continue to try and rip holes in it. Lee climbed up to our glassing spot and I went after the bulls we 

spooked while trying to land in the chopper. Five minutes from camp gave me a great view of the tahr 

country we had hunted on our previous trips. Right on cue I could see a number of bulls and nannies 

some 700 m away on a bench above the bluffs.  

This has always been one of our favourite hot spots for bulls on our previous hunts. The bulls were in 

full rut chasing the nannies around and trying scare the other bulls away. Half an hour later I was 

close to where the tahr were living. Ever so slowly I made my way around the hillside knowing I was 

going to be very close to them. I could smell them as the wind blew in my direction. Then as I peered 

over the ridge, I spotted a big bull laying down in front of me 30 m way. It jumped up and ran to the 

edge of the bluffs and just stood there looking away from me. Not wanting to lose the bull over the 

bluffs I waited and then the bull turned around and walked back towards me. It knew something was 

not right but couldnôt figure it out that the camouflage object behind a very small tussock bush was a 

hunter. A very close shot dropped the bull dead in its tracks. It measured a little over 12 inches so I 

was pretty happy. After removing the head and getting my composure I quietly made my way down 

the ridge towards more tahr.  
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I was definitely in hunting mode as 30 metres further on a nanny leap out from the rocks and stood 

looking at me from 10m. As it took off out of the corner of my eye I spotted a head of a good bull 

looking at me from around a big rock. The bullôs reaction was quick but I was quicker. The bull took 

off at an amazing speed and headed for the bluffs 15 m away. The Sako was up and when the bull 

filled the scope, I fired seeing the bull flinch as it disappeared over a small bluff. I moved forward 

ready for a follow up shot to found the bull lying dead 10 m below me. I gave it a quick measure and 

the tape read 12 ½ inches. I was just standing there getting my wits about me and feeling pretty 

happy with myself when Lee radioed. Yes mate, two good bulls down within 40 m of each other. We 

arranged to catch up later in the afternoon after I had dropped the heads off at camp.  
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Yes, the keas were at camp causing havoc. With a good forecast ahead of us I knew we would 

survive long enough until the chopper pick up if the tent suffered further kea damage. By mid-

afternoon I had caught up with Lee who had seen a lot of tahr but no really big bulls. Lee had also 

seen a buck chamois that got his attention but like all rutting buck chamois at this time of the year 

they are on the moved looking for does to mate with. It was our last hunting day tomorrow so we 

planned to come back in the morning and see if we could get our eyes on the chamois buck again. 

We were up early, couple cups of coffee and plate full of porridge were soon we heading up hill to our 

glassing spot. It wasnôt until late afternoon before we spotted the buck chamois a long way below us. 

The buck was on the move disturbing two does in the high scrub. The light angle made it difficult to 

get good look at his horns even through the spotter was on 45 power. The buck waved its head 

around marking its territory on some tussock. 

The horns were very long. I have seen a lot good bucks in my lifetime and this buck was a beauty. My 

heart missed a beat. This buck was a great trophy. I told Lee to get going as the gap between us and 

the buck was an hours climb down a steep ridge. Lee finally got to within 300 m of our last sighting. 

After half an hour I managed to spot the buck again crossing in small clearing while it was making its 

way back to the bush. Lee was unable to see the buck as he was too low and couldnôt see over the 

mountain scrub. Before the buck disappeared, I got another good sighting of those horns, yes that 

buck was a very good trophy. That evening we decided to come back in 2026 and see if we could find 
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the big buck. By the time we packed up for our flight out next morning the outer fly of my alpine tent 

was unusable. Keas 0 Eric $450. 

On the drive back to Nelson I was already scheming and thinking about our trips for 2026. Next year 

cannot come quick enough. Summing up, Lee and I had hunted four locations in the South Island 

seeing good numbers of big game animals and taking some good trophies along the way plus having 

a great a time in the process. The trophy animals are out there; one just has to make a plan and go 

and do it. 

 

Cheers 

Eric      
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Stewart Island (The World if Flat) by Eric Simmons 
 

Stewart Island had long occupied that space between dream and planða trip repeatedly discussed 
but never executed. This year, everything finally aligned. With logistics masterfully handled by my 
wife, we flew from Nelson to Invercargill, were shuttled to Bluff with our Click & Collect groceries in 
tow, and by late afternoon were boarding the ferry south. An hour later, we stepped onto the wharf at 
Oban, greeted by caretakers from the Book-a-bach weôd call home for the next few nights. 

Oban may be small, but it hums with a quiet confidence. A couple of caf®s, a pub, and a waterfront 
grocery store make up its core, and within minutes we were chatting with a local fisherman who, 
without ceremony, handed us a freshly caught crayfish. That unexpected act of generosity became 
our entr®e to Stewart Island lifeðhumble, unhurried, and full of character. 

Ulva Island: The Calm Before the Weather  
The next morning we headed to Ulva Island, one of New Zealandôs most enchanting predator-free 
sanctuaries. Over four leisurely hours we wandered through lush bush alive with birdcalls. 
Yellowheads flicked through the canopy, kǕkǕriki rummaged in the leaf litter, and kǕkǕ surveyed us 
from aboveðboisterous but not as mischievous as their alpine cousins. 

 

Ulva Island is a paradise for native bird lovers with close encounters with many species rarely seen 
on the mainland 

 

After another hearty pub meal, packs were sorted for the days ahead. Our wives were embarking on 
a four-day tramp from Oban to Mason Bay via Port William. We, meanwhile, would fly in ahead of 
them to begin our hunt. 
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A Rough Flight to the End of the Earth  
The next morning we helped load the Piper Cherokee Six at the Oban airstrip. The pilot warned of ña 
bit of bumpiness crossing Freshwaterò; it turned out to be a generous understatement. Still, the 
landingðstraight onto the hard-packed sands of Mason Bayðwas effortless. 

 

After a bumpy flight in the Cherokee made a smooth landing on the windswept sand in Mason Bay 
 

Waiting inland sat Cavalier Hut, part of the network maintained by the Rakiura Hunters Trust. Modest, 
clean, and surprisingly well equipped, itôs tucked perfectly out of the prevailing windða strategic 
choice, no doubt, from whoever sited it decades ago. After settling in, we headed out to explore the 
country. 

 

Cavalier Hut is managed and maintained by the Rakiura Hunters Trust and provides a great 
comfortable base 


