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The Mountain Echo 
 

June 2025                               Newsletter of Nelson Branch NZDA  
 

 

Photographic Competition – Weds 25th June – Get your best pics out and 

get your entries in! Above is Paul Peycher’s winner from last year. You will 

receive an email with online form and information soon! 

 

Competition Night Weds 25th June – AHT - measure up your trophies 

from last 12 months.  

If you have a trophy, please try and get it measured before the night. Email 

Warren for an appointment: Warren Plum plumstone@xtra.co.nz  
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Editorial 

Hi Hunters and Shooters, 

Had some hunting on ballot blocks over the last month.. clambering around the 

rugged Long Gully block with our Secretary Dave (where the deer got the better of us, 

the pigs and a large feral cat less so…..) and also a trip to the Blue Mountains with 

NZDA Otago stalwart, but now Nelson local, Vern (who was one of the team building 

the great NZDA Lodge at Beaumont many years ago and introduced me to Otago 

hunting). We had an epic time there being outwitted by the crafty fallow present in this 

wonderful RHA. We renamed the block “Out-Dunn Creek”. However, we got one fat doe for the table. 

Public Land - These hunts highlight the importance and joys of these (and all the other) wonderful 

hunting areas across New Zealand we can, and do enjoy. Despite my stepping down from the Board I 

wish to continue to support hunting where I can in terms of New Zealand’s very special hunting areas 

on public land – and that means maintaining, reasserting or enhancing access as well as good game 

animal management practices delivered by  DOC, and other government agencies, as well as 

ourselves. 

Matariki Shooting Event – “Indoor Outdoor Flow!” Contact Graeme Smith and have a go! 

DOC Permits - A real way to “show you care” about access to public land is to ensure your DOC 

permit is current and valid. This is the only real headcount of those intending to hunt our community 

estate whether it’s once a year or relentlessly like me. And it’s never been easier! The new DOC 

permit process is easier, quicker and the permit is for 12 months. Plus, you get a reminder 2 weeks 

from expiry with a simple roll-over option.  You don’t have to think hard about where…apply for all of 

NZ, or North or South Island….saves thinking too hard.  

 

Already many thousands of hunters have been permitted via the new system, and it is very good for 

New Zealand hunting that everybody does. Show your support and desire for hunting the public lands 

by getting your new permit. And yes…it is free. Do it! 

See below for more details on Applying for a DOC Permit – every hunting member should 

have one! 

Our AGM (Agenda below) and AHT night Wednesday 25th June. Two important events on the 

same night! Please attend and support your club! 

Good Hunting & Safe Shooting – The Editor 

PS Check out the great June specials for members from Hunting and Fishing. 
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Public Land DOC Open Permits 

Weblink to DOC Public Land Open Permit Application Portal  

 

 

 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/permits-and-licences/open-hunting-permit/
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Range Matters   

 

 Matariki 2025 Invitation 

The 2025 Multi event will be conducted at the Saxton indoor range 

and Packers Creek outdoor range the weekend of 20,21,22 June.  This event is open to all who 

wish to participate from either NZDA or TSNZ. 

The proposed events are: 

Friday 20 June (2pm onwards at Saxton)  2 x Double Card 

Saturday 21 June (Gate at 9am at Packers)  5 x 50m Hunter Class (Score) Targets. 

Saturday 21 June (pm)     5 X 50M Group Targets 

Sunday 22 June (Gate at 9am at Packers)  2 x 50m International 25 Bull Targets. 

The Matariki Trophy will be awarded on placings in each event as all events scoring is not 

compatible. 

 

Entry Fees   Friday only   $20.00 

    All 3 days   $50.00 

Payment on the day or Direct Credit to a/c   020704 0448567 00   Please show 

name  

Please indicate your participation to Graeme Smith  lvhvbr@gmail.com or 03 5447138 for 

setting up shoot details. 

Food  Friday evening     light supper will be provided. 

  Saturday          Soup and rolls will be provided for lunch 

Sunday We will have a Cuppa at the completion of the shoot while 

placings are determined.      

     The Benchrest Club         

 

mailto:lvhvbr@gmail.com
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Always be aware of and comply with our Ranges’ Standing Orders – they are posted at the 
Ranges, but you should refresh yourself from our website: 
 

Packers Creek – Standing Orders  
 
Range Use Etiquette - Etiquette and Golden Rules Click Here   
 
Murchison Community Range  - Standing Orders 

Packers Creek Range Access Reminder: 
 

1. Check website for opening days and hours 

2. Be at gate before 0900 hrs not after 

3. All vehicles must have headlights on and conform to convoy (i.e. follow the duty officer in and 

out on Sharlands Road – these rules are set by landowner/operator and are compulsory 

4. Ensure you have your membership card and hiviz & hearing protection 

5. Its wet up there, avoid driving on the grass 

Any competition and event queries please:  

 call Graeme Smith - 03 5447138 or email lvhvbr@gmail.com 

 

 

https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-nelson-packers-creek-range-complex-rsos-27-aug-24.pdf?202410070346
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-golden-rules-safety-and-care-access-packers-creek-range-2021.pdf?202112172039
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-nelson-murchison-range-rsos-23-oct-24.pdf?202410240321
mailto:lvhvbr@gmail.com
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Southern Rambles by Richard Wells  

 

A bit of meat and a nice cuppa – lovely way to end the day in the Blueys 

 

A nice piece of St James on what was a very windy cold day; Dave regretted the “shorts and no 

thermals” decision that morning! 



NZDA Nelson Branch Newsletter | nzdanelson.co.nz | FB: @NelsonNzda 

 

 

Deer poo at the carpark – always encouraging. Big dead red beech with a fungal problem 

 

Blue Mountains - It’s the most intense hunting I know where a “sighting” (ie they saw you first!)  is a 

small win and a deer on deck is a VICTORY! This was a particularly fat (and  dozy) doe as I got it. 

Vern just loves those big old crown ferns! 
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Dragging a piggy out of the prickles, we shot three in this gully after a long difficult stalk towards a 

deer seen there (it had evaporated, so the pigs felt the heat). Quite a few white pigs seen as well as 

the usual blues. 
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Molesworth – height’s everything, climb a thousand feet (and some!) and then start hunting…. 

 

From seeing deer 30 yards in the Blueys to 3,000 in Molesworth…..both mental and physical 

challenges 
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Some Things Never Change 
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AHT Rules and Entry Form      

Trophy Competition Rules are based on the National Rules see here National-

Competition-Rules-2020.pdf  and Ethics  

Rules: All Trophies will be taken by fully financial (i.e. paid up) members and in 

accordance with National rules of Ethics and Fair Chase NZDA Ethics and Fair Chase Rules  

 

 

 

Requirements: 

● Trophies need to be well cleaned and fit to be presented 

● Late entries may not be accepted 

Must be presented on the Competition to win a trophy 

 

https://www.deerstalkers.org.nz/assets/Document/National-Competition-Rules-Updated-for-changes-at-AGM-2020.pdf
https://www.deerstalkers.org.nz/assets/Document/National-Competition-Rules-Updated-for-changes-at-AGM-2020.pdf
https://www.deerstalkers.org.nz/resources/our-organisation/rifle-ranges-every-hunters-duty-2/
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AHT Trophy Competition Entry Form 2025 

Name, Signature & 

Date:…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Membership number and email contact:………………………………………………………………….. 

Use table below to select category – a separate form is required for each entry 

Code Trophy Category Tick 

A Sports Depot Cup Best Chamois  

B Bob Baigent Cup Best trophy by a junior (under 18 years age)  

C Bob Baigent Trophy Horned Game excluding Chamois  

D Whitcombe Challenge Trophy Best NZ Deer   

E People’s Store Trophy Best Nelson Deer   

F Williams Cup Best Pig Tusks  

G Rakiura Cup Best Whitetail  

H Shuttleworth Trophy Best Red Deer  

Note:  

● The Eddy Trophy will be awarded on Douglas score Conversion from all categories with all entries 

automatically eligible 

● The Women’s Trophy is the same criteria as above but for female entries 

● Entries to have been taken in period since the last event (25th July, 2023) 

● By signing you are accepting the rules and requirements further below 

Details of trophy: 

Date taken………………………. 

Locality……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Brief account of stalk and taking of the 

trophy………………………………………………..……………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

For Branch Use: 

Douglas Score: ……………………. Measured By: ……………………………………………………… 

Assisted by: ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Lighten Up! 
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Club Night - Wednesday 25th June 6.30pm 

2025 Annual General Meeting and then AHT Competition 

 

Trophies, beer and bulldust - get along to our annual AHT 
Night and see who scored big this year. You don’t have to be 
in the competition to enjoy this night – bring a friend and 
family. Pizza and chips are on us! 
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When and Where: Wednesday 28th May from 
6.30pm AGM and 7pm AHT @ McCashins Brewery 
– Main Rd Stoke  
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Hunting and Fishing May Deals 

for 

Members Only 
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Member Benefits – Know & Get Your Share! 

 

 

Save your membership fee by using the NZDA discounts - click here: 

NZDA APP Discounts and More 
 

 

SUPPORTERS OF NELSON NZDA HUNTS COURSES AND KAI RESCUE MORE INFO HERE: 

MEAT SOLUTIONS 

https://www.deerstalkers.org.nz/what-we-do/governance/nzda-app/
https://meatsolutions.co.nz/
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Important links 

Red Deer Lodge  

• Information on costs and bookings of the Red Deer Lodge at Lake Rotoiti Red Deer Lodge  

• Contact for Accom: info@rotoitibaches.co.nz  

• Always remember to advise you are a Nelson member. 

2025 Branch Committee, Information & Contacts  

• All details can be found on our refreshed website: Nelson Branch Committee  

• Website Nelson Branch NZDA   

• Facebook Facebook Nelson NZDA  

 

Other Key Links - click on the orange. 

Advocacy and Access 

• NZDA National Association NZDA  

• DOC Hunting Portal Hunting Conservation Land   

• Fiordland Wapiti Foundation Wapiti  

• Game Animal Council GAC  

• Outdoor Access Commission OAC  

• Walking Access NZ  WAMS Maps 

• LINZ Basemaps MAPS Link     

• 141 Forest Access Information 141 Access and Permit Info  

Ballots 

• Haast Ballot 
• Wanaka Ballot 
• Southland Waikaia  Leithen Bush Wainakarua  Catlins     
• Fiordland Wapiti Foundation Ballot  
• Caples & Greenstone RHA Ballot   

 
Firearms and Safety 

• COLFO COLFO  

• NZ Firearms Safety Authority  Te Pureke 

• Mountain Safety Council  MSC  

• MSC Videos on everything safety and hunting Watch Videos  

• Avalanche Advisory Avalanche Advisory Site  

 

 

 

https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/red-deer-lodge
mailto:info@rotoitibaches.co.nz
https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/more-info/2024-committee
https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/NelsonNzda
https://www.deerstalkers.org.nz/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/
https://www.fwf.net.nz/
https://nzgameanimalcouncil.org.nz/
https://www.herengaanuku.govt.nz/
https://www.herengaanuku.govt.nz/maps/outdoor-access-maps/
https://basemaps.linz.govt.nz/?s=topographic&i=topographic#@-42.2300886,172.5179176,z13.782
https://onefortyone.com/community/public-information
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/what-to-hunt/deer/red-deer/haast-roar-block-system/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/what-to-hunt/deer/red-deer/wanaka-roar-block-system/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/where-to-hunt/southland/mainland-southland-hunting/where-to-hunt/waikaia-forest-conservation-area/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/where-to-hunt/southland/mainland-southland-hunting/where-to-hunt/leithen-bush-scenic-reserve/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/where-to-hunt/southland/mainland-southland-hunting/where-to-hunt/leithen-bush-scenic-reserve/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/where-to-hunt/otago/coastal-otago-north-of-the-catlins-hunting/where-to-hunt/waianakarua/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/where-to-hunt/otago/catlins-hunting/?tab-id=27676
http://www.fwf.net.nz/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/things-to-do/hunting/where-to-hunt/otago/greenstone-caples-recreational-hunting-area-rha/permits/
https://www.colfo.org/
https://www.firearmssafetyauthority.govt.nz/
https://www.mountainsafety.org.nz/
https://www.mountainsafety.org.nz/videos/
https://avalanche.net.nz/

