
NZDA Nelson Branch Newsletter | nzdanelson.co.nz | FB: @NelsonNzda 

Newsletter of Nelson Branch NZDA |  
 
July 2024 

 

  

A great AGM and social with nearly 40 attendees. Business done and awards 

given to competition winners and badges for our latest crop of long-standing 

members. Great venue! Thanks, McCashins. More pics in the next Echo.  

Long Service Badges awarded:  

Bill OôLeary 50 years & Evan Brown, Nick King and Peter Solly 25 years 

 

Club Night Wednesday 31st July ï Saxton Smallbore 7pm 
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Editorial  

 An important month for Nelson branch! Starting with our AGM, it was great to see a 
reasonable turnout to this important annual milestone. The reports presented by our 
Treasurer (in his absence), Secretary and President were well received (understandably 
given they were good news). Despite some microphone issues, our Patron, Neil Cliffe gave a 
great speech, and Graeme Smith and Warren Plum spoke well to the recent  passing of two branch 
stalwarts, Don Harris and Lester Bowden.  Trophies, cups and certificates were awarded to our 
competition winners too. Congratulations to those dedicated members who received their long service 
badges. There will be more pics of the event in the next Echo. 

Our Secretary (and once also Treasurer), Aaron Shields stepped down from Committee and we will 

miss him! His diligence, competence and passion have been great, not least setting us up with  

secure, online accounting and  filing systems for all our administrative needs while still finding the 

time to organise our club nights and several hunting adventures. Many thanks Aaron! 

And welcome, Dave Woods! Our new Secretary. A 

reasonably recent newcomer to the Tasman region, Dave 

has worked around the world and done interesting stuff! 

His three sons (grown and gone now) all did the HUNTS 

course in South Canterbury. I have had the pleasure of 

both working professionally, and hunting with Dave and so 

I know heôs ñfit for purposeò! I look forward to engaging 

and supporting him. Heôs understandably a bit daunted by 

it all, so please all help him get started (of course Aaron is 

supporting his transition too!). 

Some great entries in the Photo-Competition with 

winners below. Young Finnôs winner was a ballsy entry, if I 

may say so! A well titled photo. 

Range Matters this month deserves your attention! 

Competition results from Matariki, the last event on the seasonal calendarébut note the schedule for 

next seasonôs events is there too, so plan your participation and use of the range accordingly please!  

Lovely to see the HUNTS participants thereé.ranges support HUNTS as hunters and shooters 

support ranges. Itôs a nice sustainable cycle. 

We have included information on the Outdoor Access Pocket Maps app which means you can see 

where public access and land is via your phone and be certain about being in the right place. Highly 

recommended for all trampers, hunters and fishers. Also see re 141 Forest access to Mount 

Richmond Forest Park  

A big thanks to the crew who upgraded Red Deer Lodge water reticulation.  

For those that hope to be in the ballot system this coming roar and beyond, come to Club Night 

Wednesday 31st! 

Good Hunting & Safe Shooting - Richard Wells  
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Photo Competition Results ð Winners 

 

Tantrum Cup - Game Animals ï Paul Peychers - ñRutting Stagò 

 

Hunting Memories ï Paul Peychers ï ñEarly Morning Rakiura Huntò 
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Livingstone Cup ï Native Birds - Kieran Hall - ñFalconò 

 

Insects and Reptiles Section ï Paul Peychers  - ñSpider at Campò 
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Flora Section ï Richard Wells ï Ecosystem 
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Other mammals Section ï Paul Peychers ï ñMale Sea Lion in Fernsò 

 

Worsley Cup Stalking Country ï Richard Wells ï Blue Mountains Mist 
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Tex Stratford memorial Cup Under 18 ï Finn Dallas ï ñBilly Goatò 
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Range Matters  
 
If interested in using the Range always check the calendar on our website: Nelson NZDA 
Range Info  
 
Always be aware of and comply with our Rangesô Standing Orders ï they are posted at the 
Ranges, but you should refresh yourself from our website: 
 
 
Packers Creek ï Standing Orders Click Here  Range Use Etiquette - Etiquette and Golden 
Rules Click Here  
 
 
Murchison Community Range  - Standing Orders Click Here  

Matariki Shoot Results 

 

2024 Matariki Shoot overall winner Warren Smith (centre) with 2nd placegetter Graeme Smith (2nd left) 

and 3rd Graeme Vallance (far right). 

https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/range
https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/range
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/packers-creek-range-standing-orders-2023.pdf?202308020037
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-golden-rules-safety-and-care-access-packers-creek-range-2021.pdf?202112172039
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-golden-rules-safety-and-care-access-packers-creek-range-2021.pdf?202112172039
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/murchison-community-rifle-range-standing-orders-2023.pdf?202308020036
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Indoor-Outdoor flow at the 2024 Matariki Shoot 

 

 

Day 1 shoot - .22 rimfire at TSN  Saxton Field indoor smallbore range. 

 

Day 2 ï The great outdoors with winter fog at our Packers Creek Range. At times shooting was 

ceased while awaiting clear views! 
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Matariki 20 24  Placin gs  (all 
results at the end of this Echo)      

    Saxton Hunter Group 
Int 

Target  Total 

          

1 Warren Smith  12 8 7 8  35 

2 Graeme Smith  6 6 8 6  26 

3 
Graeme 
Vallance  8 7 5 5  25 

4 Greg Couper  11 1 6 3  21 

5 
Carina 
Jackson  9 3 3 2  17 

6 
Graeme 
Oakley  2 5 1 7  15 

7 
Tony 
Titheridge  4 2 4 4  14 

8 
Anne Marie 
Kidson  5 4 2 1  12 

9 Hayley Watt  10     10 

10 
Rob Mc 
Donald  7     7 

11 Ian Inwood  3     3 

12 Aidan Brown  1     1 

13 
Michael 
Kidson  0 0 0 0  0 
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Benchrest ï Summer Outdoor Program 

2024-2025 

 

Sunday 1 5 September  202 4  1pm   (RF)  2 x 50m Targets    Nelson  

Sunday 1 3 October  202 4  1pm   (RF)  5 x 50m Hunter Targets        Nelson  

 

  2 6 - 2 8  October 202 4  NZDA   (CF)  South Island Benchrest Championship  Nelson  

 

Sunday 1 0 November  202 4  11 a m   (RF)  2 x 50m Targets       Murchison  

 

Saturday / Sunday  8  ï 9   December 202 4   (RF)   Canterbury Champs  McLeans Island  

 

Sunday 1 5 December  2024   1pm   (RF)  5 x 50m Group  Targets   Nelson  

Sunday 1 4 January  2024   1pm   (RF)  5 x 100yd Hunter Class  Targets  Nelson  

 

2 5 - 2 7  January 202 5   NZDA   (CF)  North Island Benchrest Championship

 Tokoroa  

 

Sunday 9 February  2025   11 a m   (RF)  2 x 50m Targets    Murchison  

 

16 ï 22 February  2025     (RF)  TSNZ  Nationals             Tokoroa  

 

Sunday  9  March   2025   1pm   (RF)  5 x 100 yd Group Targets   Nelson  

 

1 5 - 1 6   March  202 5   (RF)  South Island  Outdoor Champs         McLeans Island  

 

Sunday 1 3 April 202 5  1pm   (RF)  2 x 50m Targets    Nelson  
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18 April  ï 2 1 April  202 5   NZDA  (CF + RF)  Nationals       (Monday Rimfire Champs)  Nelson  

 

11 May 2025     1pm   (RF)      Novelty Shoot / Windup      Nelson  

 

31 May - 2 June 2025  NZDA    (CF)  Zuppa Shoot     Nelson  

 

20 -22 June         2025                 (RF)              Matariki Challenge weekend    Nelson  

 

CF     Centrefire   RF   Rimfire 
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 Indoor .22 Rimfire Benchrest shooting  

If you are interested in Shooting , have you tried the new sport in 

town ?  

Nelson óSitting Shootersô meet every Tuesday afternoon 

at Saxton Field Indoor Range for friendly competition. 

All welcome.  

 Time   1pm to 3pm  

Club equipment is available for new starters to try out with. Once 

you become involved there is plenty of opportunity to purchase 

what is needed.  

Cost  Daily Range Fee $5.00  

      Ammunition available on request  

How:   call at Saxton on club day or  

 call Graeme Smith  03 5447139 or lvhvbr@gmail.com    

 

The Benchrest Club  
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HUNTS - training at Packers Creek Range 

 

Great to see our HUNTS participants getting schooled at Packers Creek ï thanks instructors! 

 



NZDA Nelson Branch Newsletter | nzdanelson.co.nz | FB: @NelsonNzda 

Red Deer Lodge ð De-tanked!  

 

The removal of our gravity feed ñwater tank on a towerò at Red Deer Lodge has been on our ñto doò 

list for a while and great to see it finally brought down to earth. It has been replaced with a pressure 

pump in its own cosy little insulated box on top of the main storage cistern. Safer, better, tidier! 

Many thanks to Aaron, Chingy and Noksee for the donkey work and Louis Thompson Plumbing for 

the techy stuff! 
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Molesworth Part II ð 2 Little Pig sé by Richard Wells 

After our first dayôs success with a great stag taken, we returned to the fray to see what else the block 

had to offer. 

 

We had noticed the day before a lot of brown turds and reckoned this was due to the briar (rosehips) 

everywhere. Sure enough, we soon came upon some bright red pig poo. 
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Progressing up the gully eventually Dino, who was on point, hissed ñRussian bluesé.!!ò. 

Unfortunately, Ros, who wasnôt yet up to speed with the fancy local names for what she knows as 

ñpigsò, so it took a while to click, but they got that sorted out and both lined up on a pig each. Boom! 

Boom!é.the rest, as they say, is history. 
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Iôve dealt with fatter pigsé.but pork is pork! And on a nice fine day what better to do than grab a bit. 

 


