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Look Out!  Incoming Jumbo Edition ! 
 

 
 

NZDA Marlborough Branch Management Hunt in Nelson Lakes National 
Park a real success ï full story below . 
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Editorial  

Hullo Hunters and Shooters,  

The recent cold (snow) and wet (downpours!) snaps a good reminder to keep 

a good weather eye open when planning your hunts. 

The Branch AGM was held and the following is notable: 

¶ Neil Cliffe stepped down from Committee after many years of solid 

service (but remains our Patron despite what our Facebook page 

seemed to announce recently! Malanie Bartlett also retired. Thanks to 

you both for serving the club. 

¶ Anthony Cliffe has stepped up to Committee so welcome! And thanks for offering to help 

¶ No other matters of great import arose, and when it comes to AGMôs ñno news is good newsò! 

DOC have provided a nice report on the most recent Nelson Lakes National Park animal control 

effort. This year it was led by Marlborough Branch (David Haynes on point) and the outcomes speak 

for themselves. Good job. 

Much of the Echo is dedicated to celebrating the trophies and photos entered into our annual 

competition ï the Editor has taken the liberty to extend to Echo to provide more pictures of these. If 

you have a trophy thatôs mentioned but no picture, then send it in and it can be published next edition. 

It appears that Aaron Shields needs some competition next yearéé. 

There is a short update quoted directly from the Farmers Weekly about the Molesworth licensing 

process. Any delay to support a more considered decision is welcome. We understand that the next 

process will be the announcement of DOCôs preferred applicant and an opportunity for public 

feedback. Any news will be provided when it comes to hand and is certain. NZDA and the Molesworth 

Game and Conservation Trust are staying close to this process for all hunters. 

And talking of delays, the recent extension of deadline to submit on the Conservation Amendment Bill 

is welcome but it is unfortunate that a fairly complex set of proposals was so poorly laid out and 

explained such that some seemingly useful and needed changes were swamped by the 

understandable fears generated by the generic and sweeping language around sales and 

ñbusinessifiactionò of the Conservation Estate. It was bound to raise fear and loathing and certainly 

succeeded. NZDA National Office wisely collaborated with Federated Mountain Clubs and other 

likeminded organisations to produce a substantive sector submission (as was done for the review of 

recreational health and safety laws). Collective wisdom and strength. The NZDA National Access 

Committee supported head office with a review, summary and recommendations put together by our 

very own member Demelza Drake ï good job well received at HQ thanks! 

Check out Club Night for July, you will not find a wiser man then Greg Caigou to get some good tips 

on lightening your load! 

Happy and Safe Hunting ï Rich ard Wells   

The Mountain Echo Editor Contact richardw@nelsonnzda.co.nz   

mailto:richardw@nelsonnzda.co.nz
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Managed Hunt a Win for Conservation, 

Hunters, and Community 

 

Hunters, conservation and the community have all come out on top after a 

managed hunt resulted in 192kg of venison donated to a Blenheim foodbank. 

The New Zealand Deerstalkers Association (NZDA) organised the managed hunt on the tops of 

Nelson Lakes National Parkôs Matakitaki Valley. Thirty-nine keen hunters flew in by helicopter to 13 

blocks across the remote tops for a week, removing 202 deer and six chamois. 

NZDAôs Dave Haynes says the hunt was a win for the National Park as it keeps deer numbers 

managed, a win for recreational hunters who got to fly into a zone that is otherwise difficult to access, 

and a win for the community because all of the meat went to a foodbank. 

 

ñWe were able to donate 192kg of mince, sausages and patties to a local Blenheim foodbank, thanks 

to grants from the Blenheim Lions Club and Lotteries for the processing costs. The meat will make a 

difference for the community.ò 
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Dave says the hunting in the area is hard yakka but it was an absolute privilege to be there. 

ñWe were blessed with amazing weather, it was very cold at night with frozen tarns and frost on the 

tent, but when the sun came up you were down to a t-shirt. 

ñMost hunters are conservationists by nature as well. We want to see native environments thriving as 

being out in pristine wilderness adds immeasurably to the hunting experience.ò 

 

DOC Nelson Lakes Operations Manager John Wotherspoon says the collaboration with NZDA has 

been a strong one. 

ñItôs a great relationship, and everyone gets something they value out of it. We all want to see a 

healthy environment, and we can get more done by working together. 

ñDOC contributed to the helicopter costs and granted permission for the helicopter landings in an area 

where they are generally restricted, given the benefits these hunts have to conservation. 

ñAs well as the animal control, the hunters give us lots of valuable data that really helps our 

understanding of the area.ò 

John says while recreational hunter efforts alone arenôt enough to keep on top of rising deer numbers, 

they make a significant contribution and have an important role to play alongside other management 

tools. 

Dave said this was the third managed hunt NZDA had run in this area and they were hoping to do 

more in the future. 

ñItôs been great to see the community get behind us. We worked closely with Murchison Helicopters, 

were given grants for processing the meat, and even got supplied handheld thermal devices from 

Advanced Optics, which made a big difference spotting deer we might not have otherwise seen.ò 
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AGM, AHT and Photo-Competition Results 

 

AGM and AHT ï A word from our Patron, Neil Cliffe. 

 

Our two DS scorers Warren and Eric - measuring and admiring ï thanks guys! 
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Shuttleworth Trophy. Best Red Deer  

 

1st Aaron Shields 279 6/8 DS after heavy penalty for overspread. 17 points 44 inch wide, a dream 

head. 

Sports Depot Cup. Best Chamois  

 

1st Aaron Shields 26 2/8 DS 
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Bob Baigent Cup. Best head taken by a Junior.   

 

1st Finn Dallas. Fallow 177 4/8 DS 

Bob Baigent Trophy (Horned game other than Chamois)   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Bevan Walker Tahr 43 4/8 DS 
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Whitcombe Challenge Trophy . Best NZ Deer Head. On D S  

1st Lee Dodunski  Fallow 205 4/8 DS (no pic) 

  Williams Cup. Pig Tusks.   

 

1st Aaron Shields 23 DS drawn 

 

Eddy Trophy . Best Trophy on Douglas Score Conversion.   

1st Bevan Walker  Tahr 43 4/8 converts to DS compared to a Red (no pic) 

 

Peoples Store Trophy  - Best Nelson Deer Head, Rakiura Trophy Best Whitetail  and Women's 

Trophy ? 

 No entries this year! Cômon guys and gals! 
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All Entries  

Tahr   

Bevan Walker 43 4/8  

Eric Hall 41 6/8 (10 years old)  

Graeme Ching  41 6/8  

Alistair Ching 40 2/8  

Eric Hall 40  

Craig Wallace 40  

Aaron Shields 38 6/8  

Eric Hall 38 2/8  

Aaron Shields 37 6/8  

Alistair Ching 37 4/8  

 Chamois   

Aaron Shields 26 2/8  

Eric Hall  23  

 Fallow   

Lee Dodunski (16points) 205 4/8  

Finn Dallas 177 4/8  

 Reds   

Aaron Shields 13 points 41 inches long 289 2/8  

Aaron Shields 17 points 44 wide 279 6/8 (Heavy penalty for overspread) Great trophy.  

Aaron Shields 11 point 247 1/8  

Finn Dallas 11 point 239 6/8  

Alistair Ching 11 point 231 1/8  

  Not sure why, heads seem to come in cycles. May be more hunting pressure or activity, or just 

seasonal growth with a good feed year. There were more Reds last year, offset by a lot more Tahr 

this year and some very good ones as well. Remember you have to be in to win, a spiker would have 

won the best Nelson deer competition this year!  Cheers Warren Plum 
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Photo -Competition  

  Tantrum Cup - Wildlife Game Animals  

 

1st Aaron Shields - Chamois 
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2nd Aaron Shields - Stag Looking 

 

3rd Paul Peychers - Stag Roaring 
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Livingston Cup - Native Birds  

 

1st Aaron Shields - Bush Robin 
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2nd Paul Peychers - Lone white heron on beach in sunlight 

 

3rd Paul Peychers - Weka Feeding 
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Hunting memories  

 

1st Richard Wells - Crossing the Clarence and riding into the sunrise 
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2nd Aaron Shields - Sunrise at camp 

 

3rd Aaron Shields - Milky Way and silhouette 
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Flora  

 

1st Carina Jackson - Pink Monster 


