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Smiles all round as Greg delivers some Christmas cheer for those less
fortunate in the form of beautiful venison mince to the Nelson Community
Foodbank - in time for those summer BBQs. The venison came from a couple
of spikers taken by Greg and Carina and the Meat Solutions processing cost
was met by grant money from Lottery West Coast/Nelson/Marlborough.

Get your roar on! Club night at Hunting & Fishing with roaring competition!
More below and note you must RSVP for this event!
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Editorial

After a solid break we are back in action. Hopefully you have all got through
the holidays unscathed and are gearing up for the joys of autumn hunting.

There are big things afoot in the swirl of hunting and shooting politics with
the appointment of a new Minister of Hunting and Fishing James Meager.
Thanks, Todd McLay, for initiating this portfolio and we look forward to
working with James!

Also, obviously is the review of many sections of Firearms Regulations and

both NZDA National Office team and COLFO (whom we support every year
with membersé | evy) are very focus
fsense and s ens Branchles ateenrouiaged to pravided a w.
feedback. DOC are seeking submissions on a proposal to charge for access to some high use areas
of public lands in New Zealand. The Editor (aka me) is happy to say that in his opinion the NZ citizen
and taxpayer should not, and never, be charged for access to public land! You can submit here

For more news on the above check your email for the latest National

Newsletter sent last week.

Roaring into the hunting season brings a sense of excitement, but also some responsibilities to both
yourselves, and others. The key messages never change!

1) Be aware of the rules regarding permits and firearms use
2) Plan carefully to maximise your enjoyment and safety

3) Be fit to reduce risk of injury and be able to go the extra mile

4) Be a smart hunter and use online tools if you heed some pointers

This monthés c¢club night features a roaring compe
throat and get ready to give a few moans and growls! Note that this event requires you to RVSP to

Carina who is working hard on making it a great night i so please contact her as per the information

further down in the Echo.

We are definitely seeking more hunting stories please so if you have been out and about send 4 pics
(well you can exceed that as | do) and a few words to increase reader pleasure!

As you can see from my own st or yutyol can andaevil continug i n g
to highlight Molesworth as a great hunting area with different blocks providing different degrees of

difficulty and type of experience. | understand that the long awaited draft Molesworth Management

Plan is due this month i we will have to be alert and ready to submit - to maintain and enhance the

great hunting experiences available in this public Recreational Park i long may it continue!

Thanks, Coxy for update on goat control in Kahurangi i important work and we good to understand
what has been happening even if | have circulated this a little late.

Donét miss the Hunting and Fi sAndageatEkribNightthere spec i
Wednesday 26" Feb. Note the earlier start time, and you need to RSVP!

Good Hunting & Safe Shooting - Richard Wells
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https://www.doc.govt.nz/access-charging-consultation
https://www.doc.govt.nz/access-charging-consultation
https://huntingpermits.doc.govt.nz/huntingpermits/start
https://www.firearmssafetyauthority.govt.nz/firearms-safety
https://www.mountainsafety.org.nz/read/how-a-hunter-plans-cams-roar
https://www.mountainsafety.org.nz/read/media-release-fitness-a-focus-this-roar-hunting-season
https://nzgameanimalcouncil.org.nz/education/

Range Matters

2024-25 Nelson Outdoor Benchrest Summer Series Results

For December and January

December 22" 2024

Packers Creek  50m Group Match

1 T2 T3 T4 T5 AGG
1  Graeme Smith 0.169 0.446 0.172 0.245 0.217 0.2498
2  Graeme Vallance 0.204 0.372 0.369 0.299 0.569 0.3640
3  lan Harper 0.396 0.466 0.640 0.303 0.733 0.5076
4 Tony Carter 0.327 0.386 0.735 0.539 0.760 0.5494
5 Michael Kidson 0.274 0.449 0.730 0.558 0.826 0.5742
6  Simon Cotton 0.563 0.631 0.493 0.606 0.599 0.5778
7 Anne Marie Kidson 0.521 1.671 0.384 0.460 0.382 0.6836
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Packers Creek

Greg Couper
Carina Jackson
John Ronaldson
Graeme Smith
Tony Carter
Graeme Vallance
Michael Kidson
SimonCotton

Anne Marie Kidson
lan Harper

100yds
T1 T2
47 50.04
49 46
47 47.01
46 45.01
47.01  49.01
43.01 44
45.01 46
43 47
42 44
43.01 37

Summer Series to Date Placings

Points

Carina Jackson
Greg Couper
Graeme Smith

Graeme Vallance

Michael Kidson
John Ronaldson
Tony Carter
Simon Cotton
Anne Marie
Kidson

lan Harper
Simon Senior
JanNewton
Donald Jaffray

Next shoot

9 FebruaryNelson
Packers CreeRange

8

1

7.5 8
7.5 7
5 6
4 5
2 3
3
2 2
4
1

2 x 25 Bull International

Targets

Hunter Class

Target
T3 T4
49  49.01
49.01 49.01
43 49
46 47
48 41.01
47  47.01
42 46
46 41
41  49.01
38 42
22-Dec  19-Jan
9
10
7 7
6 5
3 4
8
4 6
1 3
2 2
5 1

T5
50.01
50.01

46

47

45

45

47

48

45

45

Total

325

31.5
31
20
16
13
10
9

R WwWwhro o

AGG
245.06
243.03
232.01
231.01
230.03
226.02
226.01
225.00
221.01
205.01
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If interested in using the Range always check the calendar on our website:

Always be aware of and comply withourRanges 6 St an d ithayqre Qostedeatrthe
Ranges, but you should refresh yourself from our website:

Packers Creek 7
Range Use Etiquette -

Murchison Community Range -

Packers Creek Range Access Reminder:

1. Check website for opening days and hours

2. Be at gate before 0900 hrs not after

3. All vehicles must have headlights on and conform to convoy (i.e. follow the duty officer in and
out on Sharlands Road i these rules are set by landowner/operator and are compulsory

4. Ensure you have your membership card and hiviz & hearing protection
Its wet up there, avoid driving on the grass

Any competition and event queries please:

call Graeme Smith - 035447138 or email |vhvbr@amail.com
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https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/range
https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/range
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-nelson-packers-creek-range-complex-rsos-27-aug-24.pdf?202410070346
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-golden-rules-safety-and-care-access-packers-creek-range-2021.pdf?202112172039
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-nelson-murchison-range-rsos-23-oct-24.pdf?202410240321

All Range Shooters Please Note!

Please when placing targets on the target holder you must staple them directly to the MDF or
plywood backers not the frame.

Please ensure the target holder frame is not behind the target as catastrophic damage to the frame
will occur from any centre fire round especially if concentrated in a group as per pics below.

The target frames are 11 & 15 years old now, replacing these will come at a significant cost to the
club.

As can be seen in the pictures both of these frames have been repaired before.
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First Tahr Huntby chris Golding

After a visit to the doctors last year to address one of my many aches and pains, the doctor
summari sed the iIissues as dAlts just ol d ageo. I
thinking about those things that can be a bit age limited. Hunting tahr was one of those things. So
after a few phone calls with a good mate of mine and his eager son we decided on our first tahr hunt
in the October school holidays. Spring weather as you all know can be hit and miss and as it turned
out we had to do some last minute changes to miss the weather event that led to the Otago floods.

We had settled on a side creek in the Ben Ohau on the way into Mt Cook but when we got there, utes
were parked at the roadside for all of the side
choice but the alternative was to drive somewhere else and miss some of this weather window. We

left the road at 5pm and made our way into a river terrace we planned to camp on. By 730pm | had

my first tahr on the ground and had the enjoyable feeling of relaxation knowing the mission was
successful with 3 days hunting left . It nice young animal which features in the pie photo, very tasty.

This was a good start and we were finally in bed by 11pm.

Looking up into tahr country (the quantity of wilding pines is a concern)
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The walk in the day before was unseasonably warm and the next day was the same. We aimed to get

high and look down on where we had seen some animals the day before. After a big slog we got into
position to start | ooking. Our grand plan didnot
to get some shade. We decided to sit it out for a few hours and then hope for some late afternoon
movement. Sure enough, less than 200m below us a group of tahr popped out amongst the scrub.

The youngest in the group was the nominated with the first shot. With his father along side him he

tried to line up- I think he was waiting for the perfect shot because after about 10 minutes the bulls fed
away and out of sight. | could see a frustrated dad as he had lined up them all and was itching to pull

the trigger.

The youngest of the group with his first tahr
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Not to worry, we regrouped and decided to walk back towards camp. The plan for the next day was in
place and we decided to head further up the valley. To cut a long story short things were very quiet
until later in the day when all of a sudden a group of 8 tahr appeared out of no where. This time we
got into position quickly and the nervousness from the young hunter the day before were put aside.

Another tahr on the ground.

Slow cooked smoked bbq tahr pies

IGn mostly a solo bush hunter but enjoyed the hunt in open country with good company. We all
managed to take an animal and I&e been very pleasantly surprised at how the meat has tasted. Trip

number two is in the planning.
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Beyond the Dillon to Bullen Hills by Richard wells

In the last edition of the Echo,we enj oyed Warrends story of his re
the goat competition, and some rumours | heard that the Bullen block in Molesworth (next and last

block east of Dillon) had a lot of goats, | applied for that block and got it for November - before the
competition ended. As | had high hopes regarding numbers, | thought a few mules to carry to ammo

were in order! and talked to John who had joined us earlier in the year for a successful and fun trip

into Big Bush. Luckily, he and partner Lee were keen to look at this part of the Molesworth Station i

itdéds right in the southeastern corner against th
Peaks stations on the ot herndmuledhing forYiencrogsiagadd be at
carrying gear.

My horse Sisco and the ride down the Clarence valley towards Dillon and the Bullen Hills 7 it took two
hours and for a novice |ike me ( my h almesekastvingsas o n
walking! But a great way to look at the country and have your weighty gear brought along for you.
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Crossing the mighty (but quiet and clear today) Clarence before the Hossack boundary about 3 km
downstream from Acheron confluence (there and back pics). Mules Muriel and Bruno doing the
A donk ey theywarekodigh and loyal servants.

It only took a few hours to get in although my
ridden a horse in nigh on 55 years! But next day | was right as rain and we set off over the Bullen Hills
with me on foot and John and Lee riding up through the saddle where the cattle pass through to the
eastern side. Had a good walk all day and shot several goats, missed a pig and a fallow buck, as out
of reach of my 22-250. Next morning we awakened to cold drizzle and snow looming and finding our
horses had kicked the electric fence unit off, hopped the wire and headed for Hanmer! Luckily the

gate was shut at Dillon fence a few km away and John saddled up the loyal and reliable mule Bruno
(he | ov e droHeceri sngg difH) and gackeditlyein down! Phew! They were all on rope
tethers after that mischiefl Pl us, my steed tossed a s hoeboont etdhoe!
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Looking up Stoat Creek to headwaters (where it is snowing) and to the right of scree hill the saddle
giving access to the rest of the Bullen block on the Clarence side.

NZDA Nelson Branch Newsletter | nzdanelson.co.nz | FB: @NelsonNzda




Looking down on Stoat Creek with the low saddle through to Dillon stream and then looking up the
Clarence towards the Acheron Road

Hard country east of Bullen Hills looking at the Clarence winding through The Hossack and Cloudy
Peaks country on the other side.
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Couple of reds out and about after daybreak -t e st ed my ner ves b uwthiwmar esilg
suggested this may have been overly generous!
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Goat Cave above the Clarence on a very steep face. Higher above this four goats slowly emerged
from a similar but smaller cave and all were all knockedoverone af t er buttheirtaise r € .

stayed with them due to the terrain.

Trip Recommendations :

=4 =4 -4 -4 -4 -9

It snows in Molesworth in November i be careful and prepared for bloody cold nights anytime
Horses and mules are great in the hands of skilled people like John and Lee

Mul es are more | oyal than horsesé.despite the
Have the necessary permits for hunting and horses

Life is short! Go with great people! And enjoy yourself!

There are pigs, goats, red and fallow deer, and chamaois in this huge, awesome block i give it

a go!
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DOC Goat Control in KahurangNP by a Department of

lan Cox

Te Papa Atawhbai

Good morning hunters,

Here are the results to date (Dec 2024) of our goat control programme for this financial year.

GOAT

CAMP SITE HOURS KILLS
FLORA 70.5 14
GRECIAN 76.5 30
KARAMEA BEND 169.5 92
LESLIE CLEARING 171 51
SALISBURY 53.5 11
541 198

o WP _GOAT MILLS_ 20041121 \ -
o — 3 NTER_TRACKNG 20340071 [
— D00 TRAHING J04 1121
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GOAT CHAMOIS

AREA AORIRS KILLS KILLS DEER KILL
ANATOKI HUT 138 28 0 0
COBB VALLEY 192.5 26 3 1
LINDSAY TENT

CAMP 137.5 42 0 0
SOPERS TENT 60

CAMP 19 0 0
WAINGARO 61

FORKS HUT 16 0 0

589 131 3 1

I »

@ e owwn Nus muos

B

— VN MNTER TRACKNG 20043204 350

General Comments: Goat numbers low in areas under sustained control (Cobb valley, Mt Arthur
Tableland, Waingaro, Stanley and Anatoki rivers). Kiwis heard at Cobb tent camp, Waingaro forks,
Sopers camp, Lindsay camp and Anatoki forks. Fallow deer sign and abundance up on last year. Red
deer sign lower in mid Karamea Valley than previous years. Remains of four red deer stags found in
Karamea valley, Gecian valley and Stanley River. More than likely aerial 1080 by Kkills.
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Incidental kills: One juvenile red deer hind upper Karamea river (lan Cox) to supplement meat
supply for goat control from Trevor Carter hut. Walked in and out (96km) so was travelling light on
supplies. One juvenile red deer hind shot in Cobb valley (contractors) to supplement meat supplies
due to a change of plans requiring an extra five days in the field (six hunters). Three chamois being
one adult female and two juveniles out of group of five near Lake Cobb.

Sightings and observations:

Four red deer upper Karamea valley being one large stag and three hinds, one set of chamois prints
in Lost valley upper Karamea valley, a few unidentified red deer in Leslie and mid Karamea valleys,
numerous fallow deer in Flora, Grecian valleys, and Mt Arthur Tableland. One large red deer stag
sighted in Cobb valley; one large chamois buck seen in Mt Prospect/Chaffey Ck head area Cobb
valley, fresh pig sign lower Wangapeka valley,

| have shot 40 + goats in the Wangapeka, South Riwaka and Karamea river headwaters ground
hunting. | shot one of five red deer for camp meat in the Karamea. Could have shot several pigs up in
the Wangapeka but put the local pig hunters onto them. They cleaned them up.

| have also shot 382 goats and a pig in KNP aerial hunting. Most of them in and around the South
Branch Riwaka and Graham valleys.

Cheers, Merry Christmas and happy hunting i Coxy
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Club Night 8 6pm Wednesday 26" February
RSVP Required

We are bringing bac c

‘mnnng horn etc - NO EI:E
bou:lp ﬂnnd behind so ¢
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Lighten Up

Make sure you ar e Thisistnhaot a gecommended trdining tegime.
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