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Paul Peychersô gorgeous pic of crested grebe carrying chick. This never won 
a place in photocomp but as grebes are amongst the Editorôs favourite birds 
it gets front page billing! and thanks Paul! Look for them on Lake Lyndon 
and especially southern lakes such as Dunstan 
 

 
 

Last Club Night was great! ï Warren Plum demonstrated 60 yearsô 
experience in trophy preparation in a fun and informative way! 
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Editorial 

Hi All,  
 
This monthôs Echo highlights the wonderful results from our photographic 
competition. Great range of pictures across all themes that show what NZDA 
is all abouté.many thanks to all entrants! Also of note Paul Peychers took 
out several prizes in the National competition too! Next year we will run the 
competition entry as a digital event with online entries, the photos look better 
than scanned prints and the reduction in workload for the organisers is 
massive, I bet National Competition follows suit! Thanks to those this year 
who used the online system. 
 
We had a regional meeting recently (notes below) and great to see Golden 
Bay along, we hope to continue to improve these lines of communication 
amongst upper South Island Branches for mutual benefit of all. 

 
Times are tough economically and may be so for some time. At Conference several people 
remarked how much they had saved using the discounts available from their membership, like 
saving their membership fee 3 times over!. Now true confessionséI have NEVER used whatôs on 
offer and now realise Iôm a damn fool! Over the last several years I have bought ute tires, a TV, a 
kayak and DIY hardware and never thought! Doh! Obviously discounts donôt apply to sales goods 
etc and you might be able to thrash out a dealé.but clearly some are onto this real $$ 
membership benefit and from now on I am getting with the programme! 
 
Greg and I attended National Conference and this was the 7th consecutive time for us! The 
gathering was positive and forward looking, while acknowledging some difficult conservation, 
access and firearms/range policy to negotiate through. There were some great speakers, Niclole 
McKee ( who has been aa NZDA member for 22 years and is a staunch supporter of our ideals 
and principles) and Cam Speedy were energising standouts. DOC had an exhibition stand near 
the meeting room with a map highlighting all the conservation work undertaken by branches 
throughout the country with Nelson well represented with is goat and wilding pines control work 
locally. We cannot underestimate the value of this work. More on Conference in the next 
newsletter and keep an eye on information from National Office.  
 
Yours truly was accepted onto the National Board which I take on with some pride and am now 
getting sorted for the communication systems and processes required. Immediate learning is that 
everything is very well organised and there is a lot of work and issues in constant discussion via 
email etc. A bit daunting but I look forward to being of service to the Association at the national 
level. This means doing less at branch level and while I will remain as a Committee member for as 
long as this makes sense to both our Club and myself, my focus must now be the National 
perspective. 
 
It is excellent to see the organisation of the hunting access via Rainbow Station. I acknowledge 
the work done by Aaron (and other Committee members) to achieve this and then organise it 
operationally. Uptake was swift and solid so obviously people are keen. This access is for NZDA 
members only so please accept the responsibility of showing our brand in a good light! Any poor 
behaviour can only be by an NZDA member so exclusivity brings even more responsibility. And 
good luck to all who are going. 
 
Good Hunting & Safe Shooting - Richard Wells  
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Photo Competition Results 

 
 

Overall Winner ï Wildlife Cup (and 1st Place Tantrum Cup)  
 
 
 

 
 

Aggressive Stag  
 

Warren Plumôs fantastic shot of an ampôd up stagé..surely those eyes have a red glint? 
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Tantrum Cup 

 

 
 

Second Place Paul Peychersô  ñBambiò  
 

 
 

Third Place Paul Peychersô ñWhitetail Doeò  



www.nzdanelson.co.nz 
 

 

Worsley Cup ï Stalking Country 
 
 

 
 

First Place Cory Jones ï ñReflectionò 
 

 
 
 

Second Place Warren Plum ï ñNelson Lakesò 
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Third Place Richard Wells ï ñDalgety Range - Spring Snowò 
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Livingstone Cup ï Native Birds 
 

 
 

First Place Warren Plum ï ñRobinò 
 

 
 

Second Place Cory Jones ï ñKingfisherò 
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Third Place Paul Peychers ï ñWhioò 
 
 

Hunting Memories 
 

 
 

First Place Richard Wells - ñMeg Hut Candlelitò 
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Second Place Aaron Tapper - ñAlpine Campò 

 

 
 

Third Place Richard Wells - ñCoffee break @ Molesworthò 
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Tex Stratford Memorial Cup ï Under 18 YO 
 

 
 

First Place Tom Cliffe - ñHind Lying Downò 
 

 
 

Second Place Tom Cliffe - ñHind Looking Backò 
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Insects and Reptiles 
 
 

 
First Place Paul Peychers ï ñResting Bellfrogò 

 

 
 

Second Place Paul Peychers ï ñRed Admiralò 
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Third Place Paul Peychers ï ñCopper Butterflyò 
 

Other Mammals 
 

 
 

First Place Paul Peychers - ñSea Lionò 
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Second Place Paul Peychers - ñSea Lion Pupò 
 

 
 

Third Place Paul Peychers - ñDonôt Come any Closer!ò 
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Flora 
 

 
First Place Paul Peychers ï ñKepler Track Fungiò 

 

 
 

Second Place Richard Wells ï ñTwin Towersò 
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Third Place Paul Peychers ï ñFungus 2ò 
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Range Matters ï 2022-23 Events Calendar  

Time to get your diary put and mark up these dates for coming seasons great shooting 
events!! Also available on our website. 
 

2022-23 Benchrest ï Summer Outdoor Program 
 

 

Sunday 11 September 2022   1pm   5 x 50m Hunter   Targets  Nelson  
 

Sunday 16 October  202 2  11am   2 x 50m International Targets   Murchison  

 
22 -24 October 2022   NZDA South Island Centrefire Champs     Nelson  

 
Sunday 13 November  2022   1pm  5 x 100m Hunter Class Targets  Nelson  

 
Saturday / Sunday  10 -11 December 2022   Canterbury Rimfire Champs  McLeans Island (Best 
Guess)  

 

Sunday 18 Decem ber 2022   1pm  5 x 50m Group Targets    Nelson  

  
Sunday 15 January  2023   1pm  5 x 50m Hunter Class Targets   Nelson  

 

Sunday 12 February  2023   11am    2 x 50m International Targe ts  

 Murchison  
 
20 -26 February  2023   TSNZ Nationals  Venue unknown (best Guess)  
 

Sunday 12 March  2023   1pm   5 x 100 yd Group Targets   Nelson  
 
18 -19  March  2023   South Island  Outdoor Champs  McLeans Island  (Best Guess)  

 
7-9 April 2023  NZDA Nationals   -  9 April Rimfire Champs  (3 International Targets)  Nelson  
 

Sunday 16 April 2023   1pm   5 x 100m Hunter Targets       Nelson  

 
Sunday 7 May 2022   1pm   2 x International Targets   Nelson  

 

14 -16 July 2023    Matariki Rimfire Challenge  

 
 

 

As always ï all welcome and any questions or advice for newcomers to this sp ort 

please donôt hesitate to conta ct  
 
Graeme Smith  Phone 03 544 7138 or email lvhvbr@gmail.com  
 
 

 

mailto:lvhvbr@gmail.com
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National Shooting Competition Results - Nelson members 
impress! 
 

Benchrest Nationals 
 

Light Varmint Grand Aggregate 
 

1st Peter Haxell Auckland 0.3059" 
2nd Greg Couper Nelson 0.3089" 

3rd Ian Owen South Canterbury 0.3113" 
 

Heavy Varmint Grand Aggregate 
 

1st Greg Couper Nelson 0.4237" 
2nd Ian Owen South Canterbury 0.4358" 

3rd Tony Titheridge Nelson 0.5286" 
 

2 Gun Grand Aggregate 
 

1st Greg Couper Nelson 0.3663" 
2nd Ian Owen South Canterbury 0.3735" 

3rd Tony Titheridge Nelson 0.4431" 
 

Rimfire 
 

1st Carina Jackson Nelson 736.32 
2nd Greg Couper Nelson 730.28 

3rd Sue Gavin 728.23 
 

3 Gun 
 

1st Greg Couper Nelson 250 
2nd Ian Owen South Canterbury 210 

3rd Peter Haxell Auckland 180 
 

Benchrest Shooter of the Year (2021) 
 

Tony Titheridge Nelson 132 points 
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Top of the South NZDA Regional Meeting 

 
Venue and Time: Red Deer Lodge, St Arnaud 11/06/2022 10:30-5:00 pm 
 
Present: 
 
Nelson; Neil Cliffe, David Haynes, Richard Wells, Greg Couper. 
Golden Bay; Jo De Vos. 
Marlborough; Trevor Dibben, Mark Sloper, Snow Hewetson, 
Bill Frost. 
 
Guests; Anthony Phillips (OSPRI), John Wotherspoon (DOC) 
 
Marlborough Branch report/overview: 
 

¶ Branch has spent $230k on helicopters to conduct ungulate control operations from 2010 to 

2021 & $7625 over ANZAC weekend 2022 

¶ Branch runs Newbie hunter scheme, which has been very popular and well subscribed. 

Camphill Station now appears to be not available, so additional properties being looked at 

to continue initiative. 

¶ A number of organised member hunts conducted each year, Goulter, Upcot Station, Ferny 

Gair, Lake Rotoroa 

New trips - North, Mid & South Big Glory Bay-Stewart Island Nov 2021, 12 members went 
into North Arm & Rakeahua blocks Stewart Island May/June 2022, 3 Stewart Island blocks 
booked for club hunt in 2023. Also  looking at organising future Molesworth hunts for 
members. 

¶ Branch put in a submission on proposed changes to Range Rules, Branch shares range 

with Marlborough Fullbore Club. 

¶ Molesworth OSPRI 1080 operation in eastern Acheron area will be conducted in October 

2022, repellent will be used over entire station. OSPRI have informed us that due to 

success of operations (i.e. veery low residual possum numbers) to date and no positive test 

results in cattle, OSPRI have now decided to conduct only one more poison drop in each of 

the 3 operational areas. 

TB has been found in possums and mustelids in the Mt Alexander (Clarence) area and on 
the adjoining Rainbow Station. 
Repellent will not be used on the Rainbow Station, due to possible enhanced risk to kea. 
(David Haynes circulated DOC policy paper regarding kea and 1080) DOC Kea Policy - 
Aerial 1080  

¶ The Rainbow Station poison operation was discussed, do we want to be involved and push 

for use of repellent? 

¶ Membership up 20% 

¶ Molesworth access was highlighted as being an on-going problem for hunters, in particular 

the difficulty in trying to gain concessions to use station roads. Noted need to get more 

information and continue dialogue re access. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/conservation/threats-and-impacts/pest-control/other-technical-documents/code-of-practice-aerial-1080-kea-habitat.pdf
https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/conservation/threats-and-impacts/pest-control/other-technical-documents/code-of-practice-aerial-1080-kea-habitat.pdf
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Nelson branch report/overview: 
 

¶ Murchison & Packers Creek ranges agreements being developed with landowners etc. 

¶ New range rules and associated problems with certification were discussed.  

¶ HUNTS course with 10 people underway 

¶ Red Deer Lodge, lease renewed for another 30 years 

¶ Branch has held a couple of national range shoots 

¶ Branch membership growing 

¶ Kahurangi animal management hunt carried out, 60-70 goats culled, DOC paid for 

helicopter.  

¶ Branch has made 3 game meat donations to Nelson food bank. A local butcher had made 

this possible by agreeing to process the meat, once a month at cost price.  

 
Golden Bay branch report/overview  
 

¶ COLFO submission put in 

¶ Modernising Range details and working on recertification  

¶ Cobb hut lease renewed for an additional 10 years 

¶ Hunter intentions sign on Cobb ridge finally in place 

¶ Membership up 10% 

¶ Low deer numbers being reported across Kahurangi, on going ñbattle for the birdsò, 1080 

poison operations being the most likely reason. Deer repellent has only been used in 

relatively small areas where the Fallow herd is located. 

¶ No secretary has been found yet for branch 

¶ Branch members involved in RHA operation in Lewis Pass area with Nth Canty. 126 

breeding hinds culled during operation. Very positive feedback received on successful 

initiative.  

Guest speakers 
 
Anthony Phillips from OSPRI  
 
Anthony spoke to meeting, provided an overview of current and pending poison operations in the 
top of the South Island. 

¶ Willow flat area 5,395ha (Hawkes Bay- dry land country); Objective being to determine 

possum control efficacy and deer/pig by-kill incurred during aerial 1080 operation using 

Prodeer repellent.  

Trail cameras were used to determine pre & post deer densities, rather than relying on 
collaring deer. Evidence suggests that minimal deer by-kill resulted, but for some reason 
pigs seem to have been affected. 
96% reduction in possum activity in poison area. 

¶ Molesworth TBfree operation 2021 

Low sow trials and use of Prodeer was extremely successful in both possum control and 
deer survival. 
100% of radio collared possums died and 95% of collared deer survived. 351 live deer and 
7 dead deer observed in treatment area. 

¶ Hari Hari TB response update; 

Three-year response plan developed, which is out for consultation in the community.  
$9 million investment planned over next 5 years, towards pest control work in Hari Hari 
area. 
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South Westland/Upper Wanganui possum control operation (23,000ha) completed in March 
2022 

Anthony provided a handout with maps showing the upper South Island provisional control plan 
over next 5 years. 
 
John Wotherspoon from DOC St Arnaud (Melissa Griffin an apology) 
 
John spoke about the concessions to open up the wilderness area in Southwestern corner of the 
National Park, specifically for ungulate management, to two helicopter operators. The objective 
being to allow hunters to access hard to reach locations and control perceived high ungulate 
numbers. He discussed positive and negative feedback from hunters involved and expressed a 
desire to find ways to make the collaborative effort between DOC and hunters as effective as 
possible in the future.  
Data provided:  
27 Oct - 11 Nov 
               Deer   Chamois   total 
Seen       330          83         413     
Shot        78           14          92 
Deer- 51% female, 49% male 
Chamois 21% female, 79% male 
13-28 April 
               Deer     Chamois     total 
Seen       249          88             337 
Shot        52            23             75 
Deer- 44% female 56% male 
Chamois 65% female 35% male 
 
 
We thanked both guest speakers for talking to us and continued with recap of days meeting and 
any general topics not covered. 
 

¶ Marlborough Branch will meet with Phil Bradfield to discuss: 

 

1. Molesworth access issues and why hunting permits only allow 5 persons? Surely 6 
hunters would be a more practical and safe number? 
2. Rainbow poison operation, could we have some involvement? Kea mitigation issue. 
 

¶ Restoration of the Te Hoiere/Pelorus river catchment funding, could we tap into this project 

it somehow? Whio? 

¶ Possibility of organising a joint range shoot between our 3 branches 

 
Meeting closed at 5:00 pm 
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Trapped! 

 

 
 

A-maizing ï weasel gone vegetarian but who cares?. Caught at Packers Creek Range 
 


