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 Lest We Forget ï Memorial to the Fallen, Glenroy, Canterbury. 

 

Club Night ï Mark and Warren tell all in ñWhere to go Huntingò. 
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Editorial  

Love March and April! 

The month started with the Easter National Benchrest comeptiton at Packers Creek 

Range and records were broken! See full story below and well done those who 

competed and set some new records! 

AS noted last Edition, I got around a few ballot blocks this autumn and greatly 

enjoyed. Got some nice meat.  I hope many of you have been able to get out and 

have some good times in the hills too. 

My picture essay is belowéit does raise a question thoughéam I and a few others 

the only members going out the door with a rifle and camera these days? Really? Out of over 300 

members I feel we should be able to get a few more pics with simple captions other than my sorry 

efforts every month! Cômon! 

Interesting stuff happening in Wapiti Land with the case taken against DOC. This will be of keen 

interest to us and other agencies. Keep your eye on our own news from National Office and also 

check in on GAC Fiordland-Wapiti-Foundation-Legal-Action  

See the news about local forests access and permitting. Important stuff for local hunting. 

A shout out to David Haynes and Marlborough Branch reps who have packaged up the Animal 

Control Programme with DOC in Nelson Lakes in May ï great collaborative effort and look forward to 

some good stories from this. 

As I write this a massive deluge is occurring on the West Coast and Fiordland, our thoughts are with 

those who live and work in these regions and the difficulties these events create for them. It was 

notable too that when we flew out of our South Westland block that the pilot said few were flying into 

areas for the 3rd period because the forecast was so bad. So, a lot of disruption for hunters too, and 

hard, after a year of planning to have to step back. 

Hope to see many of you at Club Night at the end of the month and donôt forget to get ready with your 

photos for our annual competition which will open in May. 

Good Hunting & Safe Shooting - Richard Wells  

 

West Coast fungi reminiscent of poppies 

https://nzgameanimalcouncil.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Fiordland-Wapiti-Foundation-Legal-Action.pdf
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Range Matters - Easter National Competition  
 
If interested in using the Range always check the calendar on our website: Nelson NZDA 
Range Info  
 
Always be aware of and comply with our Rangesô Standing Orders ï they are posted at the 
Ranges, but you should refresh yourself from our website: 
 
 
Packers Creek ï Standing Orders Click Here  Range Use Etiquette - Etiquette and Golden 
Rules Click Here  
 
 
Murchison Community Range  - Standing Orders Click Here  

 
 
Easter National Benchrest Competition at our Packers Creek Range 
 

 

 

Top Three: 2 Gun - 1st Greg Couper, 2nd Ian Owen, 3rd Graeme Smith and in the Heavy Varmint 1st 

Greg Couper, 2nd Graeme Smith and 3rd Ian Owen 

https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/range
https://www.nzdanelson.co.nz/range
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/packers-creek-range-standing-orders-2023.pdf?202308020037
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-golden-rules-safety-and-care-access-packers-creek-range-2021.pdf?202112172039
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/nzda-golden-rules-safety-and-care-access-packers-creek-range-2021.pdf?202112172039
https://cdn-asset-mel-2.airsquare.com/nzdanelson/library/murchison-community-rifle-range-standing-orders-2023.pdf?202308020036
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Top Three: Light Varmint Aggregate ï 1st Ian Owen, 2nd Greg Couper, 3rd Carina Jackson 

 

Top Three: Rimfire Benchrest ï 1st Graeme Smith, 2nd Greg Couper, 3rd Carina Jackson 
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Competition Dinner Time 

 

Reloading in our Packers Creek Range Building 
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Youngest competitor learning the tricks of the trade ( this could be you young fellasé..) 

 

 

Tricky light 
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200 yard scopeôs eye view. 

 

 

Works of art. 



NZDA Nelson Branch Newsletter | nzdanelson.co.nz | FB: @NelsonNzda 

 

Shoot! 

 
As always ï if interested in having a try at benchrest shooting contact Graeme Smith by email 
lvhvbr@gmail.com   We will support you! 
 
 
 

Stacking Chairs needed for our Packers Range Building 
 
If any of our members have any stackable (tube framed) chairs or know of any available wanting a new home, 
the range building could do with 1/2 dozen extra seats. 
 
If anyone can help, please contact Graeme Smith email LVHVBR@gmail.com    or ph.03 5447138 

 

This sort of thing! 

 

mailto:lvhvbr@gmail.com
mailto:LVHVBR@gmail.com
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Tight! Greg Couper broke two New Zealand national records in Heavy Varmint 200 yard five target 

aggregate where the new record now is 0.1674 and he set a new HV grand (ten targets) aggregate 

record of 0.1717.  Congratulations and well done, Greg! 
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And again! Graeme Smithôs great set of five 100 yard targets,  which equals a teen aggregate which 

means all the scores were between 0.10 and 0.20. Great shooting Graeme! 
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Ballot Blocks Rock ð by Richard Wells 

This year I worked really hard at entering ballots and was rewarded with several blocks across March 

and April. I will be doing a Club Night talk on balloting in the South Island later this year. Meantime, sit 

back, relax and get a small taste of an enjoyable few weeks in Molesworth, Otago Blue Mountains, 

Wanaka/Pisa and South Westland/Haast areas. 

 

Spent two great days with our National President in Molesworth, we even got a slap of snow and 

sunburned as a result! 

 

Looking up the Clarence and across to St James 
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Blue Mountains fallow are as crafty as they get in the South Islandéééé 
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But not crafty enoughéI got two, one in this clearing and one in the bush. Nice frost. 

 

Mid-Pisa block ï endless tussock, rock and views. Saw 17 deeréé 


