
NZDA Nelson Branch Newsletter | nzdanelson.co.nz | FB: @NelsonNzda

The Mountain Echo
May 2025                               Newsletter of Nelson Branch NZDA 

Photographic Competition – Get your best pics out and get your entries in! 
Above is Paul Peycher’s winner from last year. You will receive an email with 

online form and information soon!

Out there doing it! Your Secretary crossing the Robinson River recently. There 
are some nice walks in the Springs Junction
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Editorial
Hi Hunters and Shooters,

Greatly enjoyed club night with Willie presenting on how the african big game guiding 
business works and how the animals don’t always play nicely. 

Some key points for this month:

Club Night is a Buy, Sell and Swap Night. Please read the details carefully further below.

Shooting Competitions – Below are the final results from the Rimfire Summer Series (well done 
Greg) and also the Easter Nationals held in pretty wild weather. The Matariki Shoot in June is a great 
introductory event for those looking to see how the sport works and you can choose indoor .22 or 
outdoor (and of course both). Talk to Graeme if you have a hankering.

Reporting Strange Things  -  I get quite a few emails or queries about sightings of activities or parts 
of animals that seem irregular in terms of animal control or etc. The usual news is such as a second 
hand query about “a helicopter in Molesworth….” When I ask exactly  where and when?, and seek 
other details there are often none. Its impossible to follow up on such little info. So a little bit of 
guidance has been drafted and several other clubs have circulated it to their members. Always happy 
to follow up any “goings-on” but need a bit of detail!

Committee & General Support -  Our Branch AGM will be in June again and it’s a time to confirm 
Committee members. It would be great to have some fresh minds so if you think you can help support 
our Club and its activities at Committee level please put your hand up -email our Secretary 
dave@nzdanelson.co.nz

We are at a point where we are struggling a wee bit to cover some bases in both organised activities, 
e.g. club nights, hunting or other field activities and Branch administration, e.g. oversight of Red Deer 
Lodge, managing special access to hunting areas, National Goat and our own Range ( need more 
active Ros) and general Committee work. Much of this currently falls to less than 10 people out of 
over 300 members. A few more capable hands would make this lighter work for all and allow more 
fun activities for all to enjoy. We do have resources available but the organisation and documentation 
of activites takes effort. You don’t have to be on the Committee to be very useful, just capable and 
reliable - which as hunters and shooters I presume you all to be!

Good Hunting & Safe Shooting – The Editor

PS Check out the great May specials for members from Hunting and Fishing

 Range Matters  
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2024-25 Nelson Outdoor Benchrest Summer Final Results 

Carina took out the last event of the year (13th April) with a new aggregate record! Well done, Carina! 
and Greg finished the season on top but only by one point. 

T1 T2

Carina Jackson
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1
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5
new Agg 
Record

Greg Couper
245.1

3
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2
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Graeme Smith
249.1

3
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5
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Greg Couper -Factory
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6
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6
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Graeme Vallance
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7
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0
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Anne Marie Kidson
236.0

8
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6
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Ian Harper
235.0

5
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5
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0
Carina Jackson - 
Factory

236.1
0
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Michael Kidson
228.0

8
237.0

5
465.1
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Simon Cotton
226.0

3
218.0

1
444.0

4

John Ronaldson
217.0

5
213.0

4
430.0

9

Points 22-
Dec

19-
Jan 9-Feb

8-
Mar

13-
Apr Total

Greg Couper 7 7.5 7 10 8 8 8 55.5
Carina Jackson 8 7.5 8 9 7 6 9 54.5
Graeme Smith 6 5 6 7 7 6 7 7 51
Graeme Vallance 4 5 6 5 4 4 6 34
Michael Kidson 4 2 3 3 4 2 3 3 24
Anne Marie Kidson 5 2 2 3 2 5 19
Tony Carter 4 6 5 15
John Ronaldson 2 3 8 1 1 15
Ian Harper 5 1 5 4 15
Simon Cotton 1 2 2 1 3 1 2 12
Simon Senior 4 4
Jan Newton 3 3
Donald Jaffray 1 1
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NZDA Nationals Centrefire and Rimfire Benchrest Easter Competition

Winners’ Results (full results at the end of The Echo)
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Wet and Wild at our Packers Creek Range for the Easter Nationals

Open Class Rimfire Winners

Factory Class Rimfire Winners

Light Varmint Centrefire Winners
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Heavy Varmint Centrefire Winners

2 Gun Results, Light & Heavy Varmint Combined Winners

The Graeme Smith National 3 Gun Trophy Winner
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3 Gun Results, Light & Heavy Varmint & Open Rimfire Combined

                                                        1 Carina               280     

                                                        2 Ian                    270     

                                                        3 Sue                   270     

                                                        4 Tony                 260     

                                                         5 Greg                260     

                                                         6 Dougall            230      

                                                         7 Graeme            160    

                                                         8 Steve W            160      

                                                          9 Michael             30       

                                                         10 Elliot                 20    

Matariki 2025 Invitation

The 2025 Multi event will be conducted at the Saxton indoor 
range and Packers Creek outdoor range the weekend of 
20,21,22 June.  This event is open to all who wish to 
participate from either NZDA or TSNZ.

The proposed events are:

Friday 20 June (2pm onwards at Saxton) 2 x Double Card

Saturday 21 June (Gate at 9am at Packers) 5 x 50m Hunter Class (Score) Targets.

Saturday 21 June (pm) 5 X 50M Group Targets

Sunday 22 June (Gate at 9am at Packers) 2 x 50m International 25 Bull Targets.

The Matariki Trophy will be awarded on placings in each event as all events scoring is not 
compatible.
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Entry Fees Friday only $20.00

All 3 days $50.00

Payment on the day or Direct Credit to a/c 020704 0448567 00  Please show name 

Please indicate your participation to Graeme Smith  lvhvbr@gmail.com or 03 5447138 for 
setting up shoot details.

Food Friday evening    light supper will be provided.

Saturday         Soup and rolls will be provided for lunch

Sunday We will have a Cuppa at the completion of the shoot while 

placings are determined.

     The Benchrest Club      

Always be aware of and comply with our Ranges’ Standing Orders – they are posted at the 
Ranges, but you should refresh yourself from our website:

Packers Creek – Standing Orders 

Range Use Etiquette - Etiquette and Golden Rules Click Here  

Murchison Community Range  - Standing Orders
Packers Creek Range Access Reminder:

1. Check website for opening days and hours

2. Be at gate before 0900 hrs not after

3. All vehicles must have headlights on and conform to convoy (i.e. follow the duty officer in and 

out on Sharlands Road – these rules are set by landowner/operator and are compulsory

4. Ensure you have your membership card and hiviz & hearing protection

5. Its wet up there, avoid driving on the grass

Any competition and event queries please: 

 call Graeme Smith - 03 5447138 or email lvhvbr@gmail.com
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How to Report Incidents or Sightings 
Affecting Hunting
Rationale:

Hunters constantly cover large areas of public land and see things that raise questions in terms of 
good game animal management practices (e.g. carcasses in areas after pesticide programmes, gut-
bags in areas where they might not be expected). Verbal and anecdotal reports of such things to 
NZDA are not useful as hearsay is insufficient to take to any agency or authority, evidence is 
essential.

Objective: Provide hunters with simple procedures to accurately record issues that raise concern.

Recording and Reporting Procedures

 If not alone always confirm with other members of your party what has been seen and who is 

making a record

 Get position from GPS and/or record location (area, catchment etc) to best level of detail 

possible, waypoint on your GPS
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 Take photograph(s) of all relevant subject matter

 Use Notes on your phone to record a few facts – date and time; other party members; other 

comments or matters (if you can’t use Notes then text or email info to yourself even if outside 

coverage)

 Contact your NZDA Branch when back in “civilisation” and be able to pass on evidence

This tahr (in the Dobson) had triggered or been caught up in an avalanche which was evident 

on looking closely at the terrain above, not just shot to rot.

Lighten Up!
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Club Night - Last & Next - Wednesday 28th 
May

Willie MacDonald’s facts and frights in the life of an African big game guide was extremely informative 
and entertaining. An activity not for the fainthearted.

Buy – Sell – Swap Night
By popular request we are holding a night to let you get rid of some 

gear or find a bargain.

Bring along your good quality but now unwanted hunting, camping 
and outdoor gear! 

Price and tag your items so there is no risk of a mix up! 

Cash sales or bank transfer on the spot – you will be minding your 
own transactions so bring change and bank account number!

Sorry but NO firearms or ammunition



NZDA Nelson Branch Newsletter | nzdanelson.co.nz | FB: @NelsonNzda

If you want a spot to display your gear then please arrive at least 15 
minutes early to get organised!

Any questions to carina@nzdanelson.co.nz please.
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When and Where: Wednesday 28th May from 7pm @ 
TSN Saxton Field Smallbore Range 

Hunting and Fishing May Deals
for

Members Only
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Member Benefits – Know & Get Your Share!

Save your membership fee by using the NZDA discounts - click here:

NZDA APP Discounts and More
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SUPPORTERS OF NELSON NZDA HUNTS COURSES AND KAI RESCUE MORE INFO HERE: 
MEAT SOLUTIONS

Important links
Red Deer Lodge 

 Information on costs and bookings of the Red Deer Lodge at Lake Rotoiti Red Deer Lodge 
 Contact for Accom: info@rotoitibaches.co.nz 
 Always remember to advise you are a Nelson member.

2025 Branch Committee, Information & Contacts 
 All details can be found on our refreshed website: Nelson Branch Committee 
 Website Nelson Branch NZDA  
 Facebook Facebook Nelson NZDA 

Other Key Links - click on the orange.
Advocacy and Access

 NZDA National Association NZDA 
 DOC Hunting Portal Hunting Conservation Land  
 Fiordland Wapiti Foundation Wapiti 
 Game Animal Council GAC 
 Outdoor Access Commission OAC 
 Walking Access NZ  WAMS Maps
 LINZ Basemaps MAPS Link    
 141 Forest Access Information 141 Access and Permit Info 

Ballots
• Haast Ballot
• Wanaka Ballot
• Southland Waikaia  Leithen Bush Wainakarua  Catlins    
• Fiordland Wapiti Foundation Ballot 
• Caples & Greenstone RHA Ballot  

Firearms and Safety

• COLFO COLFO 
• NZ Firearms Safety Authority  Te Pureke
• Mountain Safety Council  MSC 
• MSC Videos on everything safety and hunting Watch Videos 
• Avalanche Advisory Avalanche Advisory Site 
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NZDA Nationals Centrefire and Rimfire Benchrest Easter Competition

Full Results

Open Class Rimfire Results
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Factory Class Rimfire Results
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Heavy Varmint Centrefire Results
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Light Varmint Centrefire Results
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2 Gun Results, Light & Heavy Varmint Combined

The Graeme Smith National 3 Gun Trophy
3 Gun Results, Light & Heavy Varmint & Open Rimfire Combined

                                                        1 Carina               280     

                                                         2 Ian                    270     

                                                         3 Sue                   270     

                                                         4 Tony                 260     

                                                          5 Greg                260     

                                                          6 Dougall            230      

                                                          7 Graeme            160    

                                                          8 Steve W            160      

                                                          9 Michael               30       

                                                         10 Elliot                   20    


